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On the South Atlantic distribution of Callorhinchus callorhynchus (Holocephali:

Callorhynchidae)

By H. L. Lopez', N. A. San Romin® and E. E. Di Giicomo®

' Departamenta Clemtifica Zoalagia Verlebrador, Musea de Lo Plata, Buenes Aires, Argenting; *Cearrs Austral de fmvestigaciones
Civnitificas (CADIC-COWICET, Tierra del Fiege. Argentivg, *Inseinuto e Biolugla Maring y Pesquera Afmirance Sioens, Rio

Negro, drgenting

The four species of the family Callorhynchidae are resiricted to
the southern hemisphere (Didier 1995) and have the most li-
toral-related distribution among holocephalans.

Cullorhinchus callorhynchus was first recorded in Argentine
walers by Vaillant i 1891 sub C. artarticus, and from the
rmouth of the Santa Cruz River (Menmietal. 1984). Information
cn biology, fishery, bioinass and distibution of £, cal
ferfivacin is avatlable in Bellisio etal. (1979, Menni and
Crosztonyl (1982). Menni and Lopez (1984), Di Giicomo and
Perier (1991, 1994, 1996), D1 Giacomo (1992), and Di Gidcomo
elal. (1994),

The northern Aalantic limit of C cafforfvnehus is in the
Braxbian state of Sac Paulo (Figuereido 1977). Other reports
from the Atlantic were those for the Rio de la Plawa (Rlos and
Pereira 19863, and for several localities along the Bonurensean
and Palagonian litorai (Bellisio ctal. 1979; Menni etal. 19&1;
Metni and Lopez 1984). On the basis of 1he results of the
JAMARC expeditions (1976-79), Nakamura etal, (1986)
reported a distnbution which ranged from the Argentine-Chi-
lean continental shell’ to Chiloe Island, but not including the
Beagie Channel.

Rivs and Pereira (1986) recorded (his species Tor the Rio de
la Pialz and for the littoral off the coasis of Limnsguay and
Argenuna. on sandy and muddy boitoms at depuhs of 10-80m
Mennoiand Lapez (19843 assigned C. caflorfynoius ta the proup
of the Atanuc mner shelf mixed fish fauna occurring at tem-
preratures of 5-10°C and depths of 22-115m, and noted an
association with Stromateas brasifiensis and Discopyge ischudii.
D1 Gidcomo (1992) reporied on the vertical distnibution of C,
cafforfivachies in the Argentine Sea, recording a depth himit of
116 m. On examining its reproductive biology in San Malias
Giulf {Morthern Patagonia), Di Gidcomeo and Perer { 1994) col-
fected egg cases 21 depthy of from 20 to 40 m 1o 104 m, which
would reflect 1he migrition to shallow walers 1o breed, Sub-
sequent reports for the pull by divers and personal observation
bv one of the euthors confirms that breeding takes place along
the littoral at depths of 18-25m,

Callorhinghus calforhyuchus is heremn first reported for the
Beagle Channel on the hasis of material cellecied at Puerto
Espana (Argenune sector of the chonnel), Specimens (MLP
S2RS and 9286), enc 430 mm ol length (TL) male and one
M mym TL [emade were caught al 15 m depth by trawling nets
during cruises performed within the framework of the project
‘Biological basis for management of mixed catches of “centolin™
and “centellén™ crabs in the Beagle Channel' {G. Lavrich, col-
lecton)

The spelling herein applicd for the gemeric name Cal-
tarhinehur follows Didiee’s (993} nomenclatorial consider-
Attans.

The ereurtence of O cafforbirchus in the Argentine sector

of the Beagle Channel cenficms the broad distribution range off
this species, adding new elements to preceding zoogeographical
proposals regarding the Saouth American Atlantic littorad (e g
Balech 1954; Lopez 1963).
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