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Recent contributions to the knowledge of Gondwanan cynodonts highlight the presence in Africa of taxa 
previously recognized in South America and vice-versa. This is the case for the Middle Triassic Namibian 
fauna from the upper Omingonde Formation, where the first record of the typical South American taxon 
Chiniquodon has been reported. In addition, the classical South African taxon Diademodon was found in the 
Middle Triassic Puesto Viejo fauna from Argentina. This record represents an addition to the presence of 
Cynognathus in both continents, the first evidence provided by cynodonts of faunal association between 
South America and Africa in the Triassic. Another important recent addition is the faunal similarity between 
cynodonts from the Middle/Upper Triassic of Madagascar and that of Santa Cruz do Sul in southern Brazil, 
through the record in both faunas of the traversodontid Menadon. All this new evidence and additional 
unpublished data will be discussed to address faunal communality and changes in diversity and abundance 
in Permo-Triassic cynodonts from Gondwana. I will also discuss the tempo of major changes in the record of 
cynodont lineages, particularly the transition from the Lower to the Middle Triassic. 
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- SIMPOSIO 3 • Ecosistemas triásicos, su paleobiología y el contexto de recuperación de la gran extinción - 
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