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1. ALBA- TCP

DECLARACION DE LA XXIll CUMBRE DE JEFES DE ESTADO Y DE GOBIERNO DEL ALBA-
TCP “HACIA LOS 20 ANOS DE LA FUNDACION DE LA ALIANZA”

Nosotros, los Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno de la Alianza Bolivariana para los Pueblos de Nuestra
América — Tratado de Comercio de los Pueblos (ALBA-TCP) reunidos en Caracas, Venezuela, el
24 de abril de 2024, para celebrar la XXIIl Cumbre de la Alianza en el marco del Dia Internacional
del Multilateralismo y Diplomacia para la Paz, como mecanismo defensor y promotor de la paz, el
respeto al el Derecho Internacional, siempre apegados al ideario emancipador de los proceres y
padres precursores de América Latina y el Caribe y a la voluntad y vocacién unionista de los lideres
fundadores de nuestra Alianza, Hugo Rafael Chavez Frias y Fidel Castro Ruz.

Reafirmando nuestro firme compromiso con el fortalecimiento del ALBA-TCP, como mecanismo de
union, dialogo y concertacién politica, sustentado en los principios de solidaridad, justicia social,
cooperacion y complementariedad econémica, que nos permite enfrentar en mejores condiciones
los peligros y retos que se derivan del complejo escenario mundial, caracterizado por la
profundizacion del irrespeto y la amenaza constante a la paz, la seguridad, la soberania y la libre
determinacion de las naciones.

Convencidos de la necesidad de reimpulsar los principios y valores fundacionales del ALBA-TCP y
ante este contexto, los paises de la Alianza:

1. Adoptamos la Agenda Estratégica 2030 del ALBA-TCP, como guia y documento vivo para
afrontar los afios por venir y consolidar la Alianza de forma integral, en un esfuerzo conjunto por
fortalecer las areas mas importantes para el desarrollo y bienestar de nuestros pueblos.

2. Destacamos la importancia de la Comunidad de Estados Latinoamericanos y Caribefios
(CELAC) como mecanismo genuino de integracion regional, didlogo y concertacion politica, dentro
del cual, el ALBA-TCP debe continuar alzando la voz de nuestros pueblos; en este sentido,
felicitamos el trabajo de San Vicente y las Granadinas al frente de la CELAC el ultimo afo y
respaldamos a nuestra hermana Republica de Honduras, quien asumié su Presidencia Pro
Tempore este afo.

3. Ratificamos la importancia y nuestro compromiso en defensa de la “Proclama de América Latina
y el Caribe como Zona de Paz” que, a 10 afos de su aprobacién en la Il Cumbre de la CELAC en
La Habana, Cuba, en enero de 2014, mantiene plena vigencia.

4. Reafirmamos nuestro firme respaldo al didlogo permanente entre la Republica Bolivariana de
Venezuela y la Republica Cooperativa de Guyana para alcanzar una solucion satisfactoria entre las
partes, como lo establece la Declaracion Conjunta de Argyle de 2023, que cualquier controversia
entre ambos Estados pueda resolverse en el marco del Derecho Internacional, incluido el Acuerdo
de Ginebra de 1966, y al mantenimiento de la regién como Zona de Paz.

5. Manifestamos nuestro compromiso con la defensa de la soberania nacional sin injerencias
externas; por tanto, rechazamos los postulados de la Doctrina Monroe que, luego de 200 afios,
sigue utilizandose para justificar acciones desestabilizadoras e intervencionistas en América Latina
y el Caribe; asimismo, condenamos enérgicamente cualquier empeno de establecer nuevas formas
de dominacion en la region y revindicamos el derecho a vivir dentro de un continente libre de
hegemonia imperial.

6. Exigimos el levantamiento inmediato e incondicional de las criminales — por ilegales e injustas —
medidas coercitivas unilaterales impuestas contra los pueblos y Gobiernos de Nicaragua y de
Venezuela, por ser irreconciliables con el Derecho Internacional, violatorias de los Derechos
Humanos y la Carta de Naciones Unidas y afectar nocivamente la realizacion plena del desarrollo
econdémico y social de ambos pueblos y, por ende, de la region. Demandamos a los paises
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responsables de la imposicion de tales medidas la debida reparacion y compensacion a los paises
y pueblos afectados.

7. Apoyamos el justo reclamo por parte de Venezuela hacia Estados Unidos en rechazo a la
decision arbitraria de revertir licencias que facilitan las operaciones en Venezuela en diferentes
areas del sector productivo, con el objetivo de extorsionar al gobierno venezolano, procurando
incidir en sus acciones y decisiones soberanas e interferir en sus asuntos internos.

8. Ratificamos nuestra enérgica condena al genocida e ilegal bloqueo econdémico, comercial y
financiero impuesto por el gobierno de los Estados Unidos de América contra Cuba y resaltamos el
histérico respaldo de los Estados miembros de la Alianza a la Resolucién de la Asamblea General
de las Naciones Unidas “Necesidad de poner fin al bloqueo econdmico, comercial y financiero
impuesto por los Estados Unidos de América contra Cuba”.

9. Demandamos la exclusion de Cuba de la espuria y arbitraria lista unilateral de paises
supuestamente patrocinadores del terrorismo que elabora el Departamento de Estado de los
Estados Unidos, que tiene un impacto negativo en todas las esferas de la sociedad cubana y en el
bienestar de su pueblo, al arreciar la criminal guerra econémica e incrementar las dificultades para
insertarse en el comercio internacional, realizar operaciones financieras y adquirir insumos basicos.

10. Repudiamos las nuevas exigencias en el acceso al financiamiento para el desarrollo de los
pueblos del Sur, con la imposicion de una visidbn eurocéntrica que no toma en cuenta las
vulnerabilidades ante los impactos negativos del cambio climatico, especialmente para los
pequefos Estados insulares en desarrollo.

11. Reafirmamos nuestro justo reclamo a los paises europeos por reparaciones y compensaciones
ante el colonialismo, los horrores de la esclavitud, la trata trasatlantica de personas y el genocidio
perpetrado contra las poblaciones originarias.

12. Reiteramos nuestro compromiso con los esfuerzos internacionales a favor del fin del
colonialismo en todas sus formas y manifestaciones, y en ese sentido, aplaudimos el “Seminario
Regional del Caribe sobre la Implementacion del Cuarto Decenio Internacional para la Erradicacion
del Colonialismo”, que se llevara a cabo en mayo de 2024, en la ciudad de Caracas, Venezuela.

13. Destacamos la importancia de la cooperacién internacional, incluida la multilateral, para asistir a
los Estados mas vulnerables, a los Pequefios Estados Insulares en Desarrollo (PEIDs), los Estados
en desarrollo sin litoral. Apoyamos la celebracion de la Cuarta Conferencia Internacional sobre los
Pequefios Estados Insulares en Desarrollo, bajo el lema “Trazando el rumbo hacia una prosperidad
resiliente”, que tendra lugar en Antigua y Barbuda, del 27 al 30 de mayo de 2024.

14. Reivindicamos la urgente necesidad de coordinar mecanismos de cooperacion efectiva y de
solidaridad con el pueblo de la hermana Republica de Haiti para que pueda avanzar en la senda
hacia la paz duradera y el desarrollo sostenible, siempre en pleno respeto a su soberania y en
rechazo al esquema de intervencionismo impuesto por intereses imperiales.

15. Denunciamos la utilizacion de estrategias de guerra no convencional contra los gobiernos y
lideres democraticamente elegidos en la region, incluido el uso de los procesos judiciales
politicamente motivados y sin sustentacion juridica (lawfare).

16. Expresamos nuestro mas firme rechazo al insdlito allanamiento de la Embajada de México en
Quito por parte del gobierno del Ecuador, creando un peligroso precedente que atenta contra la paz
y la estabilidad de nuestra region y exigimos la restitucion del estatus de asilado, previamente
otorgado por el gobierno mexicano al exvicepresidente Jorge Glas, de acuerdo a la Convencién de
Viena sobre Relaciones Diplomaticas y otras normas del Derecho Internacional.

17. Expresamos nuestro mas firme repudio y condena al genocidio que comete Israel en la Franja
de Gaza, con la complicidad y apoyo del gobierno de los Estados Unidos, que ha derivado en una
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de las peores catastrofes humanitarias de nuestros tiempos. En ese sentido aprobamos el
Comunicado Especial sobre la situacion en Palestina anexo a esta Declaracion.

18. Saludamos el proceso electoral en Venezuela, que se llevara a cabo el 28 de julio de 2024, y
ratificamos nuestro respeto al derecho de cada pais a elegir a sus autoridades, sin intervenciones
de ningun tipo que menoscaben la integridad y la transparencia de su proceso democratico.

19. Saludamos con satisfaccion el importante rol de los BRICS en la construccion de un mundo
multipolar y pluricéntrico, que avanza en el camino de la equidad, la justicia y la prosperidad de los
pueblos. Asimismo, manifestamos nuestro apoyo a aquellos paises integrantes del ALBA-TCP que
han expresado su interés en sumar sus potencialidades a ese bloque de economias emergentes y
aspiramos que se pueda establecer un dialogo directo entre el ALBA y los BRICS, que contribuya a
un equilibrio politico y econémico mundial mas inclusivo.

20. Celebramos la conmemoracién del Bicentenario de las Batallas de Junin y Ayacucho, gestas
heroicas conducidas por el Libertador Simoén Bolivar, las cuales derrotaron al colonialismo espafiol
del siglo XIX y expulsaron de Nuestra América a los ejércitos reales después de 300 afios de
conquista y dominacion. Doscientos afios después reconocemos su significado histoérico y el legado
de unidad, libertad, independencia e igualdad que sigue resonando como razén y esencia de las
luchas de los pueblos nuestroamericanos.

21. Recibimos con entusiasmo los resultados de los debates desarrollados en el Encuentro por una
Alternativa Social Mundial, llevado a cabo del 18 al 20 de abril de 2024, en Caracas, Venezuela,
con la participacion de organizaciones y movimientos sociales del mundo.

22. Saludamos la designacion del nuevo Secretario Ejecutivo del ALBA-TCP, sefior Jorge Arreaza,
y encargamos a la Secretaria Ejecutiva de coordinar la ejecucion de la Agenda Estratégica 2030,
en sus horizontes politico, econémico, social, cultural y comunicacional; dinamizando un plan
economico que tenga como epicentro la nueva arquitectura financiera regional, a través de
instituciones como el Banco del ALBA, el Acuerdo Petrocaribe y el SUCRE como instrumento
protagénico.

Caracas, 24 de abril de 2024
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2. CELAC
DECLARATION OF KINGSTOWN

VIII SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMUNITY OF LATIN
AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN STATES (CELAC)

KINGSTOWN, March 1, 2024

We, the Heads of State and Government of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States
(CELAC) met in Kingstown, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines on March 1, 2024, in furtherance of
our commitment to strengthen integration and give a united voice through consultation, concertation
and political dialogue to the multiplicity of challenges, opportunities and strengths facing the region.

1. We stress the full validity of the Proclamation of Latin America and the Caribbean as a Zone of
Peace, supported on the promotion and respect for the Purposes and Principles of the United
Nations Charter and international Law, that promotes the peaceful settlement of disputes, a system
based on respectful relations of friendship and cooperation, free of threats, aggressions and
unilateral coercive measures contrary to International Law, in an atmosphere of peace, stability and
justice, in order to ban forever the use and threat of the use of force.

2. We reiterate our commitment to democracy, to promote, protect and respect human rights,
international cooperation, the rule of law, multilateralism, respect for territorial integrity and non-
intervention in the internal affairs of States and the defense of sovereignty, as well as the promotion
of justice and the maintenance of international peace and security.

3. We recall that, in the spirit of what was stated in the Declaration of the Unity Summit of Latin
America and the Caribbean of the Riviera Maya of 2010, democracy in the region represents a
conquest achieved through popular struggle in accordance with the legal systems of the States. It
has no place for interruptions or setbacks. In this regard, we reiterate our firmest commitment to the
preservation of democratic values and to the full and unrestricted validity of the institutions and the
rule of law in the region; access to public functions and its exercise; and respect for the
constitutional faculties of the different powers of the State and the constructive dialogue between
them; the holding of free, periodic, transparent, and informed elections based on universal suffrage
and secret ballot as an expression of the sovereignty of the people, citizen participation, social
justice and equality, the prevention of and the fight against corruption, as well as respect for all civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights recognized in the applicable international instruments.

4. Reaffirming our commitment to the rich body of principles and positions adopted in the Seven (7)
Summits of Heads of State and Governments of CELAC.

Economic stability, Food Security and Social Cohesion

5. We commit to further consolidate a Latin American and Caribbean community of sovereign
nations, capable of reaching consensus and fostering international cooperation, while recognizing
our different political systems and economic diversity, on a coordinated approach to enriching the
lives and welfare of our peoples through overcoming economic instability, combatting corruption and
the eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions, especially extreme poverty, and the
inequalities that mainly affect the groups in situations of vulnerability, taking into account the socio-
cultural and economic challenges facing our community.

6. Further reiterate our commitment to promote and facilitate collective action and international
cooperation, to reposition CELAC to impact on the growth and economic development of the entire
community, by advancing the convergence criteria of the regional, sub-regional and international
organizations of which we are members, continue advancing the work with these bodies by
strengthening collaboration with the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
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(ECLAC), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Latin American and
Caribbean Economic System (SELA), among others such as the Organization of Iberoamerican
States (OEIl) Latin American Development Bank (CAF) the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB),
and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).

7. We welcome the fact that Peru will host the fortieth session of the Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in October 2024, which will be a valuable opportunity to
propose novel and concrete actions for an inclusive and sustainable development of Latin America
and the Caribbean.

8. Concerned about the negative effects that unilateral sanctions and other unilateral coercive
measures have on some of our member states, the consequences these measures have on the
economic and social development of the targeted countries and the entire Latin-American and
Caribbean region, we therefore call for the immediate cessation of blockades, illegal and unilateral
sanctions and unilateral coercive measures against our member states as mandated by the UN
General Assembly in compliance with International Law. We reiterate our rejection of the unilateral
lists and certifications that affect Latin American and Caribbean States.

9. We welcome with satisfaction the adoption of the General Assembly Resolution on “Economic
Unilateral Measures as a means of Political and Economic Coercion against developing countries,”
particularly the United Nations Secretary General’s request to supervise, with the assistance and
cooperation of Resident Coordinators and the United Nations Country Teams in the countries, the
impact of unilateral coercive measures on affected countries, including the impact on trade and
development. In this respect, we also welcome with satisfaction the launch of a uniformed and
universal tool, developed by the Special Rapporteur on the negative impacts of unilateral coercive
measures on the enjoyment of human rights, to monitor and assess the impact of unilateral coercive
measures on the enjoyment in human rights, as well as economic and social development and the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by developing countries affected by
these measures.

10. Recognize challenges faced by our societies as well as the need for financial resources in order
to achieve SDG’s in their economic, social and environmental dimensions and the need for
development policies based on multidimensional vulnerability indicators that are not limited to
traditional per capita income and that are inclusive for all countries in the region.

11. Stress the need to have a fairer, more democratic, inclusive, and supportive international
financial system that allows developing countries, including members of CELAC, access to
necessary financial resources under fair, equitable, favorable, and transparent conditions including
debt restructuring mechanisms and access to concessionary financing. In this context, as a
complement to the objectives of existing multilateral processes on the financing the SDGs agenda,
we welcome the Bridgetown Initiative call- for-action in the following key areas: the use of IMF
Special Drawing Rights for climate finance as well as other development goals; restoration of debt
sustainability; increase of development aid for SDG’s; mobilization of private investment for green
energy; reform of the global financial institutions; and promotion of a sustainable transition in
support of climate resilience, and the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals.

12. We acknowledge with concern the setbacks in the current pace of implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 SDGs in the region; and ECLAC's warning that, if
the necessary actions are not taken, only about 25% of the goals set will be met by 2030. We
reiterate our commitment to the full and effective implementation of this Agenda, recognizing that
the SDGs are a fundamental step towards achieving inclusive Sustainable Development for all in
our region.

13. Call upon developed country partners to fulfill their official development assistance (ODA)
commitments to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of ODA/GNI and 0.15 to 0.20 ODA/GNI to least
developed countries.
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14. We also reaffirm our commitment to free and fair agricultural trade, based on international rules
and without distortions, reiterate our concern on the increase in trade restrictive measures adopted
with the justification of conserving the environment, in a context of growing economic uncertainty
and multiple crises, which makes complex world economic prospects and particularly affect the
capacities of developing countries to meet their SDGs. We agree that unilateral trade restrictions
inconsistent with World Trade Organization (WTO) principles are inadequate to address
environmental concerns and the promotion of sustainable development.

15. We recognize the central role of our region as a net food producer and exporter. Also recognize
the net food importing countries within CELAC and the need for greater hemispheric trade and
cooperation on Food Security and Nutrition. To this end, we support the terms and actions
contained in the recommendations emanating from the CELAC Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture,
held on January 16, 2024 in Santiago, Chile, which will allow us to continue with the consolidation
and implementation of the regional strategy through a working group as stated in the [FNS] CELAC
Plan for Food Security and Nutrition and the Eradication of Hunger, by revitalizing the Latin America
and the Caribbean political agreement, jointly with FAO and ECLAC, seeking to ensure the
eradication of hunger, poverty, inequalities in the region in coherence with the Sustainable
Development Goals and Agenda 2030.

16. Recognize the converging interests and objectives between the CELAC FSN Plan 2030 and the
Brazilian G20 Presidency's proposal for a Global Alliance against Hunger and Poverty and commit
to working to strengthen synergies between these initiatives, with a focus on reversing setbacks and
making strides toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, especially SDG 1 (poverty
eradication) and SDG 2 (zero hunger).

17. We reiterate the importance of Sustainable Food Production Systems based on Traditional
Agriculture, that support resilience and inclusion are an improvement in food systems, and an
alternative solution to solve global food problems. Likewise, they allow recovery throug  diversified
production, generating sustenance and local and regional consumption.

18. We recognize the importance of the role that potatoes play as a food that can contribute to
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 2030 Agenda. Therefore, we
welcome the Resolution A/78/123 of December 8th, 2023, the General Assembly of the United
Nations designated May 30 as the International Day of Potato.

19. We recognize the importance of family, peasant, and indigenous agriculture (FPIA) in ensuring
food and nutritional security and the sustainable management of natural resources among other
production systems. We emphasize the need to promote transformation of food systems that is
socially inclusive and environmentally respectful. Therefore, we affirm the willingness to reactivate
the working group on family farming and rural development of CELAC and highlight the opportunity
to hold a high- level meeting on family farming.

20. We acknowledge that the consolidation of inclusive and sustainable agri-food systems, the
promotion of the agriculture sector, especially family farming and food security, and the adaptation
to the adverse impacts of climate change and natural disasters are strategic for the regional
integration agenda and sustainable development of CELAC member countries while we affirm the
importance of promoting an open, non-discriminatory, transparent, equitable and rules-based
multilateral trading system under the World Trade Organization (WTO) and looks forward to
continuing the WTO negotiations consistent with existing mandates to further reform agricultural
trade rules, with a view to achieving concrete and positive results at the thirteenth WTO Ministerial

Conference which took place in February 2024 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

21. Highlight the importance of camelids and their significant contribution to food security and their
contribution to the survival of populations that live in areas of low temperatures, in arid and drought
conditions, for which we reaffirm their commitment to the success of the celebration of the
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International Year of Camelids 2024, in accordance with the provisions of the Resolution of the
United Nations General Assembly A/RES/72/210 of December 20, 2017.

22. We recognize the role of sustainable tourism as a positive instrument for poverty eradication,
protection of the environment, and better quality of life, and its contribution to the sustainable
development of CELAC countries.

Regional Integration

23. We recognize the importance of promoting the expansion of opportunities in air services in the
Latin American and Caribbean region, with a view to strengthening regional air connectivity. In this
regard, we consider the possibility of establishing a Working Group to evaluate data related to direct
connectivity utilizing our regional carriers.

24. We highlight, in particular, the bio-oceanic corridors as projects that are very relevant to the
region with high strategic value and concrete integration initiatives that seek the socio-economic
development of countries, increase physical integration, trade, investment and tourism. This will
provide greater employment opportunities and a better quality of life for the people of the region, as
well as promote regional complementarity in all aspects of the society. In this regard, we highlight
the Bio-Oceanic Integration Railway Corridor linking Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay and Peru and the Bio-
Oceanic Road Corridor linking Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Paraguay, the Manta-Manaos projects,
and the Trans-isthmic Corridor in Mexico that will facilitate land connections between the Pacific and
Atlantic Oceans. Likewise, we reaffirm the importance of the Paraguay-Parana Waterway as an
instrument of regional integration and a tool to facilitate navigation and commercial transport,
promoting its development, modernization, and efficiency to allow competitive access to overseas
markets.

25. We welcome the organization of the High-Level Latin America Regional Review Meeting of the
Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014—-2024, held
in Asuncion, Paraguay from 27 to 28 July 2023, and the resulting Asuncion Call for Action, adopted
by consensus, which underlines that freedom of transit plays a key role in the overall development
of LLDCs, and whose substantial contribution will be fundamental for the preparatory process of the
Third UN Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries, to be held in Kigali, Rwanda in June
2024.

26. As a follow up to the "Joint Action Plan for Cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear science
and technology for the sustainable development (2022-2023)", we highlight the need to deepen and
promote the development of peaceful nuclear capabilities in the areas of health, food security and
agriculture, radiological technology, nuclear education, radiological protection and safety,
environmental applications, energy, and others for the benefit of our people. To this end, we agree
to coordinate, plan and promote integrated approaches to peaceful nuclear applications, regional
and international symposiums and other related activities to exchange cooperation strategies that
strengthen regional infrastructure, capacity development, as well as to identify and disseminate
opportunities to strengthen the development of the region’s nuclear sector, reaffirming the
inalienable right of states to the development, research, production and peaceful use of nuclear
energy without discrimination.

27. Commit to strengthen and enhance the role of CELAC as a mechanism for political integration in
Latin America and the Caribbean and for dialogue with extra-regional partners and other key global
actors and for collaboration with key global actors.

Health and Sanitation
28. Highlight the importance of the sustainability of the CELAC Health Self Sufficiency Plan, with the
objective of strengthening the local and regional development, production and distribution of
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vaccines, medicines, critical supplies, and technology transfer to complement effective support for
innovation, research and technological development. Welcome the initiative to deepen the inclusive
dialogue to evaluate the establishment of a Regional Regulatory Agency which contributes to
regional integration through greater cooperation in health regulation, in pursuit of access by CELAC
member states, to safe effective and quality medicines and medical devices. Call on countries to
align strategies and operations with universal commitments to accelerate and scale-up the collective
efforts to prevent and control non-communicable diseases and achieve universal health coverage.
‘Strengthen health systems, enhance prevention and early detection measures and prioritize the
integration of NCDS and mental health services into primary health care promoting climate-resilient
health development and sustainability in health care without negatively affecting the ancestral and
traditional knowledge of our peoples in order to contribute to intercultural and inter-scientific
dialogue.

29. We express our willingness to continue to participate actively in the process of specific
amendments to the International Health Regulations (2005) and the negotiation of the World Health
Organization Agreement on Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness and Response, maintaining a
focus on the needs of developing countries, and ensuring universal and equitable access to
healthcare and essential inputs such as vaccines, medications, and diagnostic tests.

30. Note the convocation of the 2024 United Nations General Assembly High-level Meeting on
Antimicrobial which aims to mobilize political will and action at the national, regional, and
international levels to address the drivers, sources, and challenges of antimicrobial resistance to
ensure that healthcare systems and the sustainable development goals are not undermined by an
inability to effectively treat infections and disease.

31. We commit to implement in accordance with national regulations, policies and programs aimed
to promote awareness on the importance of a balanced diet, physical activity, and the prevention of
any risk factors. It is also crucial to ensure equitable access to quality health services and promote
early detection and appropriate treatment of diseases. Furthermore, we recognize the need to
address social determinants of health, such as poverty, inequality, and lack of access to basic
services, which affect the health and well-being of our peoples.

Education, Humanities, Science, Technology and Innovation

32. Reaffirm the importance of all CELAC countries being able to rely on national tools to build
educational data and indicators in order to support public policies on this issue, especially in the
areas of literacy, digitalization and training for education professionals.

33. We agree on the importance of considering the evaluation of a framework for recognition of
diplomas that facilitates mutual recognition between Member States. By promoting labour mobility
by recognizing professional qualifications and skills, this process thus contributes to the
development of more flexible and integrated labour opportunities for the Region and to fostering
nationally and regionally consistent standards. The recognition of studies, degrees and diplomas in
higher education in Latin America and the Caribbean, under clear criteria in accordance with
national regulations, promotes broad mobility for students, graduates, professors and university
researchers in the region.

34. We reaffirm our commitment to open and equitable scientific collaboration and recognize the
important contributions that open science makes in the development of solutions to address global
challenges. At the same time, we highlight the importance of developing initiatives aiming to
address the factors that motivate the brain drain of specialized human resources in our countries,
regardless of the conditions that motivate them, recognizing their importance for local development.

35.Acknowledging the Summit of Heads of State and/or Government of the Group of 77 and China
on the Current Challenges of Development: the Role of Science, Technology and Innovation, held
in Havana in September 2023, and its Declaration, as an effort to boost cooperation in this field. We
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highlight the holding of the CELAC Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science,
Technology, and Innovation in the city of Caracas, Venezuela, where a fruitful political debate on
regional cooperation in science and technology was held with the aim of promoting a regional
articulation for research, exchange and implementation of common solutions to the challenge of the
right to development. In this regard, we express our interest in the work being undertaken and
warmly welcome the proposal for the establishment of the Latin American and Caribbean Centre for
Development of Science, Technology and Innovation and note the offer by the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela for the headquarters to be located in Caracas, Venezuela.

Energy Transition, ICT and Space Cooperation

36. We renew our willingness to reactivate the meetings of CELAC Energy Ministers in compliance
with the Buenos Aires Declaration. We value the importance of promoting regional connectivity
through the development of regional infrastructure projects for energy integration, which can
contribute to the economic development of Latin America and the Caribbean, taking advantage of
the complementarity and availability of energy resources in the region, while agreeing to consider
regional electricity interconnection projects respecting the sovereign right of each country and its
national capacities, policies, and needs.

37. We recognize the importance of accelerating just, affordable, inclusive, and equitable energy
transition and increasing renewable energy production, in order for countries in the region to
achieve energy security taking into account the capacities and levels of development of each one
and respecting their national policies and priorities.

38. Stress the potential of information and communications technologies to provide new solutions to
development challenges and foster sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, as well as
to achieve the 2030 agenda for sustainable development, and accordingly call upon digital
cooperation through relevant regional mechanisms, to keep the goal of bridging the digital divides,
in their different forms, and fostering digital inclusion, innovation and meaningful connectivity,
through a people-centric lens, in line with the principles of the world summit on information society.

39. We recognize that the responsible, inclusive, people centered, and ethical design, development,
deployment, and use of secure artificial intelligence systems has the potential to accelerate
sustainable development, we also acknowledge that A.l. systems pose risks that are particularly
challenging for developing countries. Therefore, we encourage all States to continue the negotiation
process within the UN in order to develop an agreed international regulatory framework regarding
A.l. and other systems.

40. We underscore the need to promote an open, secure, stable, accessible, and peaceful
information and communications technologies (ICT) environment and express our concern that
these technologies and media can potentially be used for purposes that are inconsistent with the
objectives of maintaining international stability and security and may adversely affect the integrity of
the infrastructure of States, to the detriment of their national security.

41. We recognize that the malicious use of new technologies has promoted transnational organized
crime and misconducts that threaten the well-being and integral development of children and
adolescents, such as child sexual abuse, gender-based violence and human trafficking. Likewise,
disinformation and the visible increase in cyber-attacks, including those through artificial intelligence
and the use of algorithms, create risks to the stability of the essential infrastructure of States,
companies and the well-being of people. We stress the need to improve coordination and
cooperation between States in the fight against the use of information and communication
technologies for criminal purposes and welcome the process at the UN whereby it is decided to
establish an ad hoc intergovernmental committee to elaborate a comprehensive international
agreement on combatting the criminal misuse of information and communication technologies.
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42. Recognize the importance of strengthening regional capacities and fostering cooperation for the
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, including through, inter alia, bilateral
agreements, and the Latin American and Caribbean Space Agency (ALCE).

South-South cooperation and Extra-Regional Relations

43. We recognize the important role of South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation as a
complement rather than a substitute for North-South cooperation as complementary strategic
instruments to move decisively forward with the fulfilment of the development objectives set out in
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the BAPA+40, among others, as well as the
objectives established nationally, and to contribute to closing socio-economic gaps, fighting hunger
and poverty, overcoming vulnerabilities, promoting national well-being, and improving self-
sufficiency in the countries of the South, from an intersectional, diverse and collective perspective.
In this regard, we highlight the need to strengthen strategic alliances.

44. We express our satisfaction with the renewal of the meetings of the Heads of State between
EU/CELAC, highlighting the third EU/CELAC Summit of Heads of State and Government held on 17
— 18 July 2023, and we commit to consolidating the collaboration in equal conditions and mutual
respect by working together as sovereign partners and without conditions or discrimination between
the two regions, which will make possible the renewal of the bi-regional strategic partnership and
increase high-level political dialogue between our countries as well as non-conditional cooperation
and friendly relations between our peoples and respect for the sovereignty and internal affairs of the
partners. In the context of the European Union's announcement to mobilize financing for sustainable
development for Latin America and the Caribbean we look forward to a mutually beneficial
implementation of the Global Gateway Initiative, which takes into consideration the common
priorities of both regions.

45. We warmly welcome the establishment of a consultative coordination mechanism between
Extra-regional partners and CELAC. This initiative is designed to ensure seamless continuity and
effective follow-up between high-level meetings, while concurrently facilitating the meticulous
preparation and organization of ministerial gatherings on Foreign Affairs. We underscore the
participation of the PTP of CELAC, supported by the Troika and the National Coordinators, within
their responsibilities, as outlined in the Manual of Procedures for the Organic Functioning of CELAC,
in order to fortify the foundations of our partnerships, promoting mutual understanding, and
addressing shared challenges for the prosperity and well-being of our nations.

46. Reiterate the Community’s willingness to hold the CELAC- China Forum in 2024, on the
occasion of the tenth anniversary of that important space for cooperation and exchange.

47. Applaud the current initiative to engage with the African Union (AU) to strengthen the economic,
cultural and social interaction between the two regions and welcome with satisfaction the proposal
for the establishment of a technical working group to develop a structural approach for collaboration
on areas of mutual interest.

Climate Change and Disaster Mitigation

48. Reiterate our willingness to work in a coordinated and concerted manner in order to achieve the
principles and objectives of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the
Paris Agreement, adopted under the UNFCCC, including the objective of keeping the increase in
the global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels, and to strengthening
actions to implement efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels,
recognizing that this will significantly reduce the risks and effects of climate change, reaffirming
international climate action and coping with biodiversity loss and pollution as a global priority based
on the urgent need for coordinated action of each country and always in accordance with the
principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and their respective national capabilities.
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49. We emphasize the importance of the provision to developing countries of new, adequate,
additional, and predictable resources, from developed countries, to enhance their actions in
mitigation, adaptation and loss and damage response.

50. We also recognize the need to implement the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
to halt and reverse the biodiversity loss with a purpose to fully implement the three objectives of the
convention on biological diversity, keeping in mind the importance to advance towards the
achievement of the UN 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s).

51. We acknowledge that plastic pollution poses a serious global environmental problem, negatively
impacting the environmental, social, and economic dimensions of sustainable development,
affecting the enjoyment of human rights, and having adverse effects on human health and the
environment, including the marine environment. Therefore, we emphasize the importance of the
work being carried out by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for the development of a
legally binding international instrument on plastic pollution.

52. We welcome the operationalization of a loss and damage fund at COP28 in Dubai to assist
developing countries that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change in
responding to loss and damage, and we urge new, additional, predictable and adequate
contributions to the fund.

53. Recognizing the link between ocean and climate and expressing serious concern at the current
and projected adverse effects of climate change, including rising seawater temperature, ocean
deoxygenation, and sea level rise, as well as ocean acidification, on the marine environment and
marine biodiversity, and emphasizing the urgency of addressing these adverse effects, considering
also the importance of preserving the role of the ocean as a carbon sink.

54. We welcome the holding in our region of the following key meetings which will provide the
opportunity to strengthen and highlight our collective efforts in those areas:

. The 16th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP16),
hosted in Cali, Colombia.

. High Level Event on Ocean Action “Immerse in Change” in San José, Costa Rica on June 7
and 8, 2024.

. 30th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC COP 30) in Belem, Brazil between November 10 and 21, 2025.

55.  We continue following the ongoing discussions to consider the concept of the Caribbean Sea
as a Special Area in the context of sustainable development, aiming at an agenda that advocates
actions for the conservation and sustainable use of ocean resources. We will focus on the
conservation of key ecosystems such as mangroves and coral reefs, climate change mitigation,
population resilience, and reducing the environmental impact of maritime activities, especially in
solid waste management.

56. We emphasize the urgency of declaring Sargassum as an emerging risk associated with the
climate crisis and the impact of human activities that affect the entire region of the Greater
Caribbean which represents a threat to economic, social, and cultural development, particularly
tourism, fishing, health and cultural activities of the population, as well as the sustainability of marine
biodiversity and the stability of marine and coastal ecosystems.

57. We are aware that the worsening of drought and the advance of desertification and land
degradation represent an urgent challenge and threat to the livelihoods of the region and reaffirm
our commitment to take proactive measures to guarantee the sustainable land management in our
region.

58. Reaffirm the right to safe drinking water and sanitation are internationally recognized human
rights that each state must ensure to each person under its jurisdiction since they are essential for
11
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human dignity, development and the wellness of the population that are essential for the full
enjoyment of life and we pledge to scale up efforts to provide access to sufficient, continuous safe,
clean, accessible drinking water and sanitation for all, without discrimination, promoting the
restoration of ecosystems and their ecosystemic services for water regulation, in accordance with
the national legislation of each state, by respecting the sovereignty of each state over its natural
resources taking into consideration the adverse effects of climate change, the advances of
desertification, the worsening of drought and other water related disasters as well as the lack of
capacity to ensure integrated water resource management. We also take note of the United Nations
Water Conference and the work done to appoint a Special Envoy on Water and Sanitation.

59. We recognize the importance of the Climate Adaptation and Comprehensive Natural Disasters
Response Fund (FACRID) of CELAC, aware of the serious impact of climate change and the effects
it has on the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, with the purpose of implementing
projects for the prevention, preparation, response, mitigation and recovery against disasters in the
region, which allows the strengthening of capacities and the exchange of knowledge for disaster risk
reduction. In this regard, we welcome the progress of the FACRID to facilitate a better regional
response to disasters and encourage further support of it, including from Extra-Regional Partners.

60. Stress the importance of regional assistance and cooperation in disaster risk prevention,
mitigation, reduction, and management, as well as disaster emergency response, immediate
rehabilitation and sustainable reconstruction as a safeguard for sustainable development, in
particular the Small Island Developing States of the Caribbean, Landlocked Developing Countries
and the countries of the Central American Isthmus, and the countries affected by the occurrence of
the El Nino Phenomenon, as well as countries exposed to multiple threats. For attaining this goal,
we advocate for the coordination of existing convergences in different regional and subregional
organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean in an effort to take advantage of the potential of
each one.

61. Stress our duty to defend the right to life on our Mother Earth, as well as the provision of the
necessary financing, to obtain urgent and concrete results based on the principle of common but
differentiated responsibilities and respective capacities, ensuring climate justice and the
indispensable policy of reparations to compensate for losses and damages and to encourage direct,
unconditional, and respectful cooperation.

62. We are aware that planet Earth and its ecosystems are our home, and that “Mother Earth” is a
common expression in a number of countries and regions included in the scope of the United
Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/77/169. (Based on paragraph 16 of the 3rd CELAC-
EU Summit Declaration).

63. We underscore the important role of forests in climate mitigation and adaptation, including
through Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation plus the sustainable
management of forests, and the conservation and enhancement of forest carbon stocks (REDD+)
processes, and other policy approaches as decided by the Conference of Parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, developing States, including those with high
forest low deforestation (HFLD) regions, consistent with Paris Agreement articles 5 and 6.

64.  We highlight that it is essential for developing Countries and particularly Small Islands States
that have maintained forest cover and other biodiversity-rich ecosystems such as mangroves,
seagrass, peatlands, old-growth forests, and marshes, over decades of utilization / sustainable
management and use, to pursue opportunities to mobilize finance.

Peace and Security

65. Emphasize the urgency of re-engaging in the pursuit of maintaining international peace and
security according to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and
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International Law, in view of the current challenges to all regions arising from the complex
international context.

66. Celebrate the tenth anniversary of the proclamation of the Latin American and Caribbean region
as a zone of peace, the Second CELAC Summit, held in Havana in January, 2014, in which our
countries committed to treat our differences, controversies and disputes peacefully through
dialogue, negotiation and other forms of settlement in accordance with the sovereignty of the states
and international law.

67. Stress the need to preserve Latin America and the Caribbean from the scourge of war, the
instability of armed conflicts, measures of militarization and arms races, believing that the region
should be preserved from extra-regional political tensions and rivalries that are foreign to it, and
expressing our common goal to resolve threats to peace and security within the region.

68. We commend the Presidency Pro Tempore of St. Vincent and the Grenadines as well as Brazil
and the Chairman of CARICOM for convening the meeting for dialogue and peace between the
Presidents of Guyana and Venezuela and welcome the resulting Declaration of Argyle in all its
elements.

69. Reiterate the call of the United Nations General Assembly to put an end to the economic,
commercial and financial blockade against Cuba, which in addition to being contrary to international
law, causes serious damage to the well-being of the Cuban people. Likewise, we reiterate our
rejection of the unilateral lists and certifications that affect Latin American and Caribbean countries.
In this regard, we request the exclusion of Cuba from the unilateral list of countries that allegedly
sponsor international terrorism.

70. Reiterate our profound respect for the prohibition of the threat or use of force in international
relations against the political independence of any state, the principles of sovereignty, territorial
integrity and the non-interference in the internal affairs of states. Further recall the Tlatelolco Treaty
for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean we reiterate our deep
concern about the threat that the existence of nuclear weapons represents to humanity, as well as
their humanitarian impact. We unequivocally condemn any threat of its use, whether explicit or
implicit; We emphasize that nuclear weapons should not be used under any circumstances and that
the use or threat of their use constitutes a flagrant crime against humanity and violation of
International Law, including International Humanitarian Law and the Charter of the United Nations.
Thus the only effective guarantee against the use or the threat of use of nuclear weapons is the total
prohibition and elimination in a transparent, verifiable, irreversible manner and within a clearly
defined timeframe. We commit to promote and advance nuclear disarmament as a priority objective,
as a contribution to general and complete disarmament.

71. We reaffirm our support for the peace process in Colombia, as well as the commitment to
advance in dialogues with the National Liberation Army (ELN), and other armed actors.

72. Reaffirm the "CELAC Special Declaration on the need to provide support to the Republic of Haiti
due to its implications for peace and security in the region" adopted on September 19, 2022. In this
regard, we reiterate our deep concern over the increasing deterioration of the public security and
humanitarian situation in the Republic of Haiti, calling on all Haitian political actors to face the
challenge with a sense of urgency and for the benefit of the Haitian people. We emphasize that the
current crisis demands a Haitian-led solution that encompasses broad dialogue among civil society
and political actors. We recognize the role of countries and organizations in the region in assisting
the political movement towards social peace in Haiti and in supporting the political dialogue between
the government and the different political parties and institutions of Haitian society with the aim of
outlining a roadmap that will allow them to overcome the current crisis.

73. We call for the prompt and effective implementation of the United Nations Security Council
resolution 2699 (2023), including the establishment of the necessary security conditions in Haiti as a
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means to hold free and fair elections in Haiti and lay the foundations for long term sustainable
economic and social development in the country, strengthening security and addressing the
underlying structural causes of ongoing violence and vulnerability.

Peoples of African Descent, Indigenous  Peopleand Decolonization

74. Ratify the commitment to promote, respect, guarantee and protect the rights of Afro-
descendants and reiterate our support for UN fora and mechanisms for the follow-up of the Durban
Declaration and Programme of Action, as well as the Permanent Forum on Peoples of African
Descent, which was established through Resolution 75/314 adopted on 2 August 2021 by the
United Nations General Assembly, as a consultative mechanism and advisory body to the Human
Rights Council, as well as the UNGA resolution 75/170, adopted on December 16, 2020,
proclaiming August 31 as the International Day for People of African Descent. We welcome the
operationalization of the Working Group, created by CELAC in 2021, to discuss issues related to
persons of African descent. Express our support for the renewal by the UNGA of the international
decade for people of African descent and for the negotiations of a United Nations declaration on the
rights of people of African descent.

75. Reaffirm our commitment to the implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples and the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as well
as the International Decade of Indigenous Languages 2022-2032, whose objective is to protect,
use, preserve and protect indigenous languages, in favor of guaranteeing the rights of indigenous
peoples.

76. Request the UN to ensure that the appropriate funding is provided by the United Nations for the
Permanent Forum for People of African Descent in order to carry out its mandate.

77. We welcome the initiative presented by the Pro Tempore Presidency of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines to activate the Technical Working Group on Afro-descendants of CELAC, and we
commit to continuing to support this initiative in the upcoming Pro Tempore Presidencies, as well as
to implement the Declaration of the Afro-descendant Working Group of CELAC dated November 29,
2022, presented in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

78. We are aware of the importance of recognizing and protecting the traditional knowledge and
ancestral knowledge of Latin American Indigenous, Afro-descendant and native peoples. We
recognize in them their enormous potential to promote innovative solutions to regional problems and
we call for their proper use and respectful use with the prior and informed consent of their
custodians.

79. We also call for a fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of such
knowledge, according to national legislation, and we further stress the need to promote and support
local initiatives of Latin American Indigenous, afro-descendant and local communities that involve
the use of their traditional knowledge.

80. Pledge to continue working within the framework of International Law, and in particular,
Resolution 1514 (XV) of the United Nations General Assembly of December 14, 1960, to ensure
that the region of Latin America and the Caribbean is a territory free of colonialism and colonies.

81. Reiterate the strongest regional support for the legitimate rights of the Argentine Republic in the
sovereignty dispute over the Malvinas, South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands and the
surrounding maritime spaces, as well as the permanent interest of the countries of the region in the
resumption of negotiations between the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland in order to find, as soon as possible, a final and peaceful solution to this
dispute, in accordance with the provisions of the Resolution 31/49 of the General Assembly of the
United Nations.
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82. We reiterate the firm support for the right to self-determination of peoples from small island
territories of the Caribbean, which constitute the majority of the Non-Self-Governing Territories of
our region, and call to continue to take measures to facilitate the sustained and balanced growth of
their fragile economies.

83. Reaffirm the Latin American and Caribbean character of Puerto Rico and recognize the efforts
made and the resolutions adopted by the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization on
the situation in Puerto Rico. We reiterate that this is a matter of high interest for CELAC.

84. We reaffirm our commitment to comprehensive management of the growing migratory flows in
the region as stated in paragraphs 67, 68, and 69 of the Buenos Aires Declaration, with the aim of
achieving safe, orderly and regular migration, based on the full respect and validity of the human
rights of migrants, also addressing the concerns and rights of host communities, and humanitarian
management whose challenges should be addressed jointly by countries of origin, transit,
destination and return.

85. Understanding the importance of cultural and archaeological heritage for the countries of the
region, we will consolidate spaces for cooperation to work for the protection, research and
promotion of heritage through the prevention of illicit trafficking and collaboration for the processes
of return of heritage pieces.

86. We also emphasize the need to increase cooperation efforts to ensure the protection of the
rights of Indigenous Peoples and the conservation of their lands and territories, and the promotion of
rights of a free prior and informed consent in particular for Indigenous Peoples living in isolation or in
initial contact, taking into account their particular situation of high vulnerability, interdependence with
their territories and natural resources in line with international obligations on the rights of Indigenous
Peoples.

Transnational Organized Crime and World Drug Problem

87. We take note of the Final Document of Santiago de Cali, emanating from the Latin American
and Caribbean Conference on Drugs, held from September 7 to 9, 2023, in Cali, Colombia, in which
the countries reiterate our common commitment to address comprehensive, multidisciplinary,
balanced, broad, based on scientific evidence, and effectively, the World Drug Problem, which
requires addressing the structural causes and adopting concerted and sustained measures at the
national, regional and international level; among them, accelerating compliance with current
obligations and commitments on drug policies.

88. Welcome the results achieved during the meeting of the Coordination and Cooperation
Mechanism on Drugs of the CELAC- EU, held in La Paz, Bolivia on February 22, 2024, which was
recognized as a bi-regional space for dialogue on drug policies and during which the Declaration of
La Paz was adopted.

89. We commit to deepen cooperation mechanisms in the fight against transnational organized
crime, corruption, illicit drug- trafficking, illicit trafficking of firearms, ammunition and explosives,
trafficking in persons, migrant smuggling, illegal mining, crimes that affect the environment
according to national legislation, money laundering and other related crimes.

90. We further commit to strengthen cooperation and technical assistance in legislative and judicial
matters, exchange of experiences, application of investigation techniques, recovery and repatriation
of assets, protection, care, and reparation to victims.

Gender Equality, Women, Youth, and Persons with disabilities.

91. We reiterate our commitment to address the multiple and intersectional forms of discrimination
faced by all women and girls in Latin America and the Caribbean, and we reaffirm that, in order to
promote gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls, it is imperative to take all
necessary actions and strategies to support the implementation of care policies; recognize the
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disproportionate impacts of climate change and other environmental issues on all women and girls,
especially those in vulnerable, marginalized situations and conflict settings; recognize the
contribution of all women to peace and security and promote an increasing participation of Women
in peace processes, including mediation; encourage the full, meaningful and equal participation of
women in leadership positions and decision-making spaces, and to eliminate all harmful practices,
gender stereotypes and all forms of gender-based violence and discrimination against women.

92. Recognize that the unfair distribution of time use and the current social organization of care
disproportionately affect women, particularly those who live in contexts of poverty in Latin America
and the Caribbean. In accordance with the Buenos Aires Commitment adopted by the member
states of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean in November 2022, during
the XV Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, it is necessary to
advance in the right to care, and to exercise self-care based on the principles of equality,
universality and social and gender co-responsibility and, a responsibility that must be shared by
people from all sectors of society, families, communities, companies and the State.

93. We support the formation of a regional policy working group focused on gender equality and
women’s empowerment in the region.

94. We stress the need to adopt all necessary measures to guarantee effective access to human
rights for people with disabilities and the removal of physical and attitudinal barriers that prevent
their effective exercise.

95. We commit to implement the Youth Council of Latin America and the Caribbean, selecting the
representatives of each country and developing its axes, taking into account the problems raised by
young people in the design and adoption of public policies.

Reparatory justice

96. We deeply abhor the unimaginable suffering inflicted on millions of men, women, and children
as a result of the transatlantic slave trade in enslaved Africans, chattel slavery, native genocide and
indentureship in the region. We highlight our full support to the principles and elements set out in the
declaration and the Durban Programme of Action, in particular the recognition that slavery and the
slave trade, which includes the transatlantic slave trade are appalling tragedies in the history of
mankind, not only because of their abhorrent barbarity, but also because of their magnitude and
organized character and especially, their denial of the essential nature of the victims, stressing that
slavery and the slave trade constitute a crime against humanity, resulting in a legacy of inter-
generational trauma, racism and underdevelopment.

97. We welcome the CARICOM Ten Point Plan on Reparatory Justice as a conceptual and
actionable framework based on a collective developmental approach, including around the issues of
healthcare, education, psychological rehabilitation and economic and cultural development. We
therefore request that appropriate measures be taken to restore the dignity of victims, including
reparations to help heal our collective memory and reverse the legacies of underdevelopment,
including around the issues of healthcare, education, cultural development, and food security. In this
regard, we take note of a formal proposal to evaluate ways to establish the historical truth and the
clarification of the historical process of the European colonization of Latin America and the
Caribbean.

General Provisions

98. We value and appreciate the work and efforts of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines during its
presidency to consolidate on the work done by its predecessors and we thank the Government and
people for their kind hospitality during this Summit.
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99. We welcome Colombia as a member of the Troika which would include, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines and Honduras.

100. Welcome the incoming Pro Tempore Presidency of Honduras, 2024, take note of the priorities
indicated and pledge our full support in the performance of your tenure

KINGSTOWN, March 1, 2024
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MERCOSUR
DECLARACION ESPECIAL DE LOS PRESIDENTES DEL MERCOSUR SOBRE

DEMOCRACIAY LA INTEGRIDAD DE LA INFORMACION EN ENTORNOS DIGITALES

Los Presidentes de la Republica Argentina, Alberto Fernandez; de la Republica Federativa de
Brasil, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva; de la Republica del Paraguay, Santiago Pefa, y de la Republica

Oriental del Uruguay, Luis Lacalle Pou,Estados Partes del MERCOSUR, y las Altas Autoridade

S

de los Estados Asociados, reunidos en Rio de Janeiro, Brasil, el 6 y 7 de diciembre de 2023, en

ocasion de la LXIII Cumbre de Presidentes del MERCOSUR.

SUBRAYARON la importancia fundamental del acceso a la informacion y de la libertad de
expresion, opinién, comunicacion y manifestacién de pensamiento, en caracter de principios y
derechos humanos vy libertades fundamentales de sociedades democraticas, particularmente
en el entorno digital;

REITERARON la centralidad de la democracia para el proceso de integraciénregional y los
compromisos asumidos en tal sentido en el MERCOSUR, en particular, a través del Tratado de
Asuncion, del Protocolo de Ouro Preto, del Protocolo de Ushuaia y del Protocolo Constitutivo
del PARLASUR,;

DECIDIERON trabajar juntos para reducir las desigualdades digitales, teniendo en cuenta que
la lucha contra la desinformacion estd directamente relacionada con la inclusion digital
significativa y la reduccién de las diversas brechas digitales, incluida la de género;

DESTACARON que el amplio y libre flujo de informaciones e ideas contribuyea fortalecer el
acceso a la informacion de calidad, que es una condicidn necesaria para un debate publico
enriquecedor, libre, plural, diverso, inclusivoy democratico;

REITERARON el compromiso por reconocer que las mismas leyes, reglamentos y derechos
que rigen “fuera de linea” deben ser aplicablestambién en los entornos digitales, tales como los
derechos a la libertad de expresion, libertad de prensa, privacidad y proteccion de datos
personales nodiscriminacion y derecho al debido proceso, con especial atencién a los casosde
acoso y difamacion, involucrando ademas a las plataformas digitales en este propdsito;

DESTACARON los desafios generados por la acelerada transformacion tecnoldgica y los
recientes desarrollos en el area de la inteligencia artificial y, particularmente, la amenaza que
la desinformacion, los discursos de odio y laapologia de la violencia, diseminados en larga
escala y alta velocidad por el fendmeno de la “viralizacion” de contenido, representan a la
cohesién social, a los valores e instituciones democraticas, a los derechos humanos, a la
legitimidad del conocimiento cientifico y a la confianza en el periodismo , potencialmente
comprometiendo al debate publico sobre cuestiones relevantes de alcance local y global -,
como el cambio climatico o la pandemia de coronavirus -, independientemente de la
conciencia, intencionalidad o motivacién de quién los propaga;

AFIRMARON su preocupaciéon por modelos de negocios en entornos digitales que, con la
finalidad de maximizar ingresos con publicidad y resultados empresariales, aumentan la
recomendacion y la reproduccion de informaciones distorsionadas, falsas y discursos de odio,
lo que contribuye a la polarizacion ideolégica en los diferentes sectores de la sociedad,
afectando sobre todo a personas o comunidades en situacién de vulnerabilidad, agravando
tendencias de radicalizacion, extremismo y actos violentos;

COINCIDIERON en la urgencia de promover acciones conjuntas, desde una perspectiva de
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derechos humanos, para la construccion de la confianza ciudadana, la proteccion de datos
personales y la promocion de la integridad, exactitud, consistencia y confiabilidad de las
informaciones circulantes en entornos digitales, asi como sobre la necesidad de proteger a la
poblacion contra la diseminacion de informaciones falsas, los discursos de odio y otras formas
de contenido nocivo;

RESALTARON que la diversidad de fuentes de informacion, la integridad de la misma,
ademas de su disponibilidad, confidencialidad y autenticidad en entornos digitales, son
premisas fundamentales para la construccién de entornos digitales abiertos, seguros, estables,
accesibles, inclusivos y pacificos y que el acceso a amplia gama de perspectivas y opiniones
colaboraal enriquecimiento del debate publico y la moderacion de tendencias de polarizacion
ideoldgica en la sociedad;

COINCIDIERON en la necesidad de realizar acciones para la formacion de ciudadanias
digitales, desde una perspectiva de derechos que permita que nifas, nifios y adolescentes
estén preparadas y preparados para desenvolverse en los entornos digitales de manera
segura;

DECIDIERON incentivar politicas transparentes, responsables y respetuosas de los derechos
humanos por parte de las empresas de tecnologia, especialmente con relacidon a la
moderacion de contenido, algoritmos de recomendacion y al tratamiento de los datos
personales, procurando minimizarla proliferacién de contenidos falsos o ilegales y la defensa de
los derechos delas personas consumidores de tales servicios, incluso en lo que se refiere a la
preservacion de la privacidad y la proteccion de datos personales, de conformidad con los
marcos legales y regulatorios vigentes en cada pais;

SE COMPROMETIERON a fomentar la cooperacién entre érganos de gobierno, parlamentos,
instituciones académicas, sector privado y sociedad civil- conforme la tradicion multisectorial
de la gobernanza de Internet-, como paso clave para el desarrollo de estrategias conjuntas de
combate a la desinformacion y a los discursos de odio, por medio de la evaluacion de
alternativas regulatorias- incluso de corregulacion y autorregulacion regulada, y de cédigos
voluntarios de buena conducta, destinados sobre todo a la transparencia, a la responsabilidad
y a la proteccién de los derechos humanosen el uso de Internet;

DECIDIERON trabajar en estrecha colaboracion y coordinacién para que las plataformas
digitales estén comprometidas con la integridad de la informaciony perfeccionen el combate a
la desinformacion y a los discursos de odio, especialmente cuando inciten a la violencia,
ataquen procesos e instituciones democraticas, o tengan como blanco a individuos o
poblaciones en situacion de vulnerabilidad;

ENFATIZARON la importancia de evaluacion conjunta de medidas de regulacion para prevenir
que los sistemas de recomendacion de plataformas amplifiquen la radicalizacién politica y que
impacten negativamente a la cohesion social y a la democracia y violen el derecho a la
privacidad de datos, asi como estimular a las plataformas digitales para que desarrollen
modelos de negocios alternativos, que no tengan como base la “monetizacion” de datos
personales;

INSTARON a las plataformas digitales a facilitar el acceso a datos y a las decisiones y criterios
en lo que basan su programacién algoritmica y sus sistemas de recomendacion, incluso de sus
actividades de moderaciéon de contenido, con vistas a promover el trabajo de instituciones de
investigacion ycomunidades académicas dedicadas a evaluar el impacto de la desinformacion
y de los discursos de odio en entornos digitales;

REAFIRMARON la importancia de la cooperacion internacional para enfrentarlos desafios de la
desinformacién y de los discursos de odios en entornos digitales y de ¢ comprometerse a
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compartir buenas practicas e informaciones entre nuestros paises y otros Estados y
organizaciones internacionales, buscando la construccion de entornos digitales seguros y
confiables y la reduccion de las brechas digitales, en linea con los valores democraticos;

SOLICITARON a las instancias pertinentes en el MERCOSUR a reflexionar sobre el contenido
de la presente Declaracion en sus actividades.

3.2 DECLARACION SOBRE EL ESTATUTO DE LA CIUDADANIA DEL MERCOSUR
Los Cancilleres de la Republica Argentina, de la Republica Federativa de Brasil, de la Republica
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del Paraguay y de la Republica Oriental del Uruguay, reunidos en Rio de Janeiro, el 6 de
diciembre de 2023, en ocasion de la LXIll de la Reunién Ordinaria del Consejo del Mercado
Comun (CMC) del MERCOSUR:

DESTACARON que, en el afio 2010, el Consejo del Mercado Comun, por Decisién CMC N°
64/10, decidié impulsar la conformacién progresiva de un Estatuto de la Ciudadania del
MERCOSUR que compilara los derechos y beneficios en favor de los nacionales, ciudadanos y
residentes de los Estados Partes del MERCOSUR, contemplados en el acervo juridico vigente
del MERCOSUR.

RESALTARON que, en marzo de 2021, fue presentado el Estatuto de la Ciudadania del
MERCOSUR, un instrumento dinamico, a ser actualizado en la medida en que nuevos derechos
y beneficios vayan siendo reconocidos por las normas del MERCOSUR.

COINCIDIERON en que es importante presentar un proceso estructurado para el avance del
acervo normativo del MERCOSUR que compone al Estatuto.

DECIDIERON presentar un proceso de ampliacién progresiva del acervo normativo que
compone el Estatuto de la Ciudadania del MERCOSUR, guiado por los objetivos contenidos en
el Art. 2 de la Decision CMC N° 64/10.

AFIRMARON que el proceso del avance progresivo del Estatuto de la Ciudadania del
MERCOSUR sera orientado por un plan de accién, a ser elaborado por la CRPM bajo orientacion
del GMC y presentado al CMC para aprobacion en su proxima reunion ordinaria.

SUBRAYARON que, en la elaboracion del plan de accién, la CRPM llevara en consideracion los
elementos identificados en el articulo 3 de la Decision CMC N° 64/10 y solicitara, ademas, las
contribuciones de los 6rganos y foros relevantes de la estructura institucional del MERCOSUR vy
propondra al GMC modalidades para obtener aportes de la sociedad civil.

CONCORDARON que la CRPM acompanara, con el apoyo de la Secretaria del MERCOSUR, el
desarrollo del plan de accién y presentara informe de los avances y recomendaciones en las
Reuniones Ordinarias del Consejo del Mercado Comun, siendo el GAIM encargado de evaluar la
consistencia juridica de las propuestas a ser presentadas para eventual incorporacién al Estatuto
de la Ciudadania del MERCOSUR.
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