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e Introduction

Language Skills for Students Entering University

Courses in English
A Reading Comprehension and Use of Language Guide

Introduction

learning.
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Admission to our degree courses in English involve certain entrance requirements. The
student must show that his/her earlier education in the English language has reached, at least, an
upper intermediate level and has qualified himher to speak, write and understand English sufficiently
well as to attend university courses in this language.

However, even those students who alréady fulfill the abovementioned requirements, may
feel that their command of the English language is limited and sometimes insufficient. Many
students may find that:

e They are often not used to reading or listening to authentic language.

o Their vocabulary and syntactic resources are often limited, particularly in the areas
of informal colloquial English and academic/technical language.

o Their writing is often inaccurate and disorganised.

o They need to revise much of the grammatical ground that they covered at earlier
stages of their training.

o They do not perceive that they are making progress.

o They are often not independent as leamers.

The overall aim of the present guide is to help students overcome some of these limitations.
The handbook is divided into four modules, each focusing on a different aspect of language

o Module 1 consists of a graded series of Reading Comprehension texts. Each text
is followed by two sets of multiple choice exercises and, occasionally, by one or two
short writing activities, conveniently designed for self administration on the part of
the student. The introduction to this module shows how certain problems can be
overcome by developing specific reading skills and provides a few suggested follow-
up writing activities.

e Module 2 focuses on Usse of Language and Vocabulary. It includes a variety of
exercises which have been compiled and graded with the aim of helping the student
improve their use of certain language structures, enlarge their vocabulary and develop
their ability to assess the occurrence of lexical items in different syntactic contexts.
e Module 3 includes a student's guide to literary text reading, focusing particularly
on the short story form. A brief short story has been reprinted to serve as a model
together with a questionnaire, which can be worked out once the initial reading
guide has been dealt with. A second questionnaire for a longer and more complex
short story has also been included, as well as a brief novel-reading helpline.

e Module 4 is a Grammar Reference section which describes certain structures and
explains their meaning. Each description is followed by a comprehensive list of
examples to illustrate the relevant constructions and their use. In certain cases,
different syntactic constructions sharing a similar meaning have been grouped for
the student to enrich his/her language resources.



The student should bear in mind that each module is composed of several exercises which are freestanding and
..may be used independently of one another. Furthermore, it is not necessary to finish a whole module in order to continue
with the next one, bui it is advisable to complete a single set of exercises and check the answers with the key before
continuing with another activity. In order to re-do exercises which have turned out to be difficult, the student can complete
the handbook in pencil when going through it for the first time. -

The degree of difficulty of each set of exercises is indicated by dots on top of the corresponding heading: one dot
() means fairly easy, two dots (e e) slightly more difficult, and three dots (e e @) fairly difficult.

The activities in Modules 1, 2 and 3 have been designed to be worked out at a certain speed. Each Reading
Comprehension text with its corresponding exercises should be dealt with within a period of 55 minutes at most.

Likewise, the Use of Language and Vocabulary exercises should not take longer than 15 minutes each.

Finally, each set of questions following the literary texts in Module 3 should be answered in less than 40 minutes.
This time limit does not include the reading activity proper, which should be conducted carefully and at each reader’s
convenient pace.



e Module 1

Reading

Introduction: How to Cope with Reading Activities

The aim of this module is to expose you to different instances of written language with the
purpose of helping you consolidate what you already know, increase your vocabulary and give
yourself practice in the main sub-skills involved in the general activity of reading.

Achieving success in a reading comprehension activity implies to get the maximum informa-
tion from a text with the minimum of misunderstanding. If what you wantis to be able to read
accurately and efficiently, you must be aware that you may encounter obstacles which you will
have to identify and try eventually 1o surmount. For instance:

« You may find it difficult to get a clear idea of the overall meaning of a text even if
you read slowly and carefully, paying much attention to individual points.

e You may, converseiy, have a tendency to read quickly, not paying enough attention
to detail and therefore misunderstanding particular points.

e By overlooking an irportant small word (for instance a conjunction, a modal verb,
a negation) you may get a completely false impression of the meaning of part of the
passage.

e You may find that you already know something about the subject of the text, or
that you have strong cpinions or prejudices about it, and may consequently interpret
the text in the light of your own viewpoints, finding it difficult to separate what the
writer says from what you feel yourself.

e You may find that, although you are familiar with all the words and structures in a
passage, complexities in the way the writer expresses himself present obstacles to
efticient comprehension.

e The syntactic complexitiy of certain long sentences may cause you to lose the
thread.

» You may require special practice to see through the words to the often very simple
ideas which underlie them, particularly if the writer favours a wordy and repetitive
style.

e You may need to be sensitive to the implications hidden in a text; important ideas
may be expressed indirectly and you will have to draw inferences from what is not
overtly stated.

o You may feel disturbed by unfamiliar vocabulary, but remember how easy it is
sometimes to guess the meaning of many unknown words by simply studying the
context, or that in case of serious difficulty you may always resort to a dictionary.

Remember that modules 2 and 4 contain exercises and explanations designed to help you
understand and use certain structures and vocabulary items accurately. For example, Reading
Text 5 makes use of ‘habit in the past’ structures; if, while reading the text, you go to Module 4 and
have a look at the examples provided there, you will easily overcome certain comprehension
problems.

it is a good idea to give yourself time limits for the exercises of reading comprehension,
reducing these progressively until you are able to work efficiently at speed. Begin by slowly get-
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ting acquainted with the techniques you will require to solve the problems you will encounter.

Finally, if a given word or expression prevents your comprehension of a whole sentence or paragraph, consult
your dictionary, but remember that dictionaries are not allowed in most language examinations, and it is in any
case important for advanced students to get used to dealing confidently with unfamiliar vocabulary.

Summarising, several important reading skills are involved in the reading comprehension exercises included
in this guide. These skills are:

« Determining the main idea of the passage

e Summarising the passage by providing a title for it

e Recognising key supporting details

e Making inferences about information not explicitly stated in the passage
e Understanding vocabulary in context

As a follow-up activity to the Reading Comprehension exercises in Module 1, you can, for instance:
e Write Anne’s letter to Daphne (Module 1, passage #2), inviting and persuading her pen-friend to
visit her country, and describing her house, her family, her everyday life, etc.
« Write a list of operating Instructlons for a Gesture Recognition System, such as the one presented
in Module 1, passage #6, paragraphs 1-3.
e Write a preliminary outiine for the report about Krakatoa presented by the expedition team of
ecologists, upon their return to England, to the authorities at Hull university. Include as much information
as possible about the history of the islands, their present day conditions and their prospective
development as an ecological system.



Text 1

Read the following passage: ® OO

Science has leamt a great deal from polar expeditions. For instance, we now know a lot more about the

effects polar conditions have on a person’s mind and body.

In the early days, explorers often went mad. One cause of this madness was later discovered: when people
aren't used to living in extreme cold, their bodies use up a lot of energy to keep warm and this gets rid of all the vitamins
in the body. The brain, deprived of vitamins, can't work normally, at least until the body gets used to the cold. After a certain
period, the body adapts itself fo its new environment and makes the most of whatever vitamins are available.

The time spent in total darkness also has a negative effect on people’s minds. Winter in polar regions is
characterised by permanent night and lasts several months. Human beings are not used to spending long periods
of time in the dark. In northern latitudes people get depressed during the dark winter months. Now we know that
this depression —known as SAD (Seasonal Affective Disorder}— can be reduced by the use of sun lamps.

Low temperatures can cause any part of the body to freeze. This painful condition is called frostbite. Although
the body does get used to functioning in low temperatures, the danger of frostbite is always there if temperatures
fall below freezing point. Nowadays, polar explorers carry rﬁedication which they can take to allow the blood to flow

and slowly defrost the affected parts.

Another common disorder attitude is sickness. The ice is sometimes more than three kilometres thick,
which makes Antarctica one of the highest regions in the world. At that altitude there is little oxygen, so headaches,
vomiting and dehydration —the symptoms of altitude sickness— are common. After about a year at high altitude, the
body gets used to the lack of oxygen in the air. It compensates by storing more oxygen in the blood.

Adapted from: Ana Acevedo and Marisol Gower. Highflyer - Upper Intermediate. Student’s Book. Longman

1. Choose the answer which you think fits best eccording to the text.

a) In what way has the sclentific study of polar conditions been positive? . O O

D l.- It has helped cure madness.

D ll.- It has helped explorers to make the most of available vitamins in their bodies.

D Ili.- it has enabled scientists to diagnose and treat the effects of polar conditions on man.

D IV.- It has allowed expeditioners to explore unknown regions.

b) Which are the main causes for the disorders suffered by polar explorers?

D l.- Constant darkness and extreme cold.
D Il.- Lack of energy and vitamins in their bodies.
D lll.- Their incapacity to adapt to new environments.

D IV.- Seasonal affective disorders.
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¢) Why Is the condition known as frostbite dangerous?

D |.- Because the body cannot function in low temperatures.

D It.- Because it prevents the blood from flowing freely through a certain part of the body.

D lll.- Because it is an irreversible condition.

D IV.- Because certain parts of the body cannot be defrosted.

d) How can “sickness” be best defined In this context?

D I.- As one of the effects of thickness.

D Il.- As a very common disorder.

D lll.- As a negative effect of altitude.

D IV.- As lack of oxygen in the blood.

2. Are the following statements true or false, according to the passage?
Explain the false ones.

a) Polar conditions are appropriate for the development of science. __
b) Poiar explorers do not go mad any longer. ___
c) Explorers cannot get used to the cold unless they get rid of vitamins. _____
d) Polar explorers may go blind during the dark winter months. ____

e) The use of sun lamps may help reduce SAD. ____

f) Due to frostbite, temperatures fall below freezing point.

g) In the early days it was very difficult to defrost parts of the body affected by frostbite.

h) A three-kilometre walk on the ice is enough to cause headaches, vomiting and dehydration.

® OO



Text 2

Read the following passage: ® OO

The plane tumed slowly and she looked down at the collection of doll's houses and duck ponds. The ‘No .
Smoking’ sign flashed on. People fastened their seatbelts, packed away paperbacks and magazines, and above
the roar of the engines conversation seemed to hum and ripple. Daphne looked down through the cabin window -
again at the toy town, wondering what it would be like to really live there for six whole weeks.

She'd read about England, of course. Everybody had read about it at school. She knew, for example, it was
a constitutional monarchy; that London was the capital with about seven million people living in it; that the currency
was the pound sterling, the main agricultural products dairy farming, livestock and fishing —and that her mother
wanted her to bring home a lambswool sweater and some jars of marmalade.

But none of that made it seem any more touchable, and she trembled suddenly —a sick feeling, that had
nothing to do with the plane’s dropping height, was grasping hold of her.

She'd been away from home before, of course. Last summer she'd spent a fortnight in Mykonos with Katerine.
And the summer before that, when she was only fourteen, she and Irene Manikis had actually been allowed to go
on a school trip to Athens. But that was different. Katerine and Irene were friends. She'd known them and their
families all her life. They talked the same language and understood the same jokes. In the spring holidays she and
Irene had even fallen in love with the same boy.

In England, in London, there wouid only be Anne to talk to —whom she’d written to, but never met.

The sick feeling tumed to near panic. )

She’d boasted such a lot about the English trip and told everybody how she'd think of them doing the same
old boring summer things down in their old village by the Aegean sea while she was busy shopping in the King’s
Road and waving to Prince Charles. Now it was all here and happening, and as the Olympic 'planv'e touched down
and began to roll along the runway she took a deep breath and whispered: “Good Luck!”.

Adapted from: Paul Roberts. Cambridge First Certificate. Reading & Vocabulary. C.U.P., 1994

1. Choose the answer which you think fits best according to the text. . O O

a) What kind of area ls Daphne’s plane flying over?

D l.- A huge amusement park with lodging facilities next to it.

D Il.- A small village in Greece.

D lll.- The outskirts of London.

D IV.- A deserted toy town with a collection of doll's houses and duck ponds.

b) What is Daphne planning to do In England?

D I.- Buy English dairy products and lambswool sweaters from a farmer living near London.

D Il.- Pay a six-week visit to a pen-friend.



D lll.- Interview Prince Charles.

D IV.- Buy several jars of marmalade in a shop in the King's Road.

c) Why did Daphne suddenly tremble?
D |.- Because someone sitting behind her had unexpectedly grasped her arm.
D Ii.- Because she was unabie to touch what she saw.

D lil.- Because the plane was dropping height violently.

D IV.- Because she was suddenly afraid that she might feel too insecure in England.

d) In what way had Daphne’s previous trips besn different from this one?

D I.- In previous trips she had not been away from home longer than a week.
D iL.- She had always taken trips within her native country, in the company of friends.

D lll.- In her previous trips she had always fallen in love.

D IV.- She had always travelled in the company of her parents.

o) What attitude had Daphne taken before leaving her country?

D l.- She looked sad and told her friends that she would miss them very much.
D Il.- She refused to communicate with anyone except her friend Anne.

D lil.- She adopted an attitude of superiority towards her friends.

D IV.- She was afraid that she might be unable to communicate with people in England.

® OO

2. Are the following statements true or false, according to the passage?
Correct the false ones.

a) The ‘No Smoking’ sign came on and Daphne went on talking despite the roar of the engines. _____
b) Greek children leam a lot about England at school.
¢) England was strange and unfamiliar to Daphne, despite her having read a lot about it. __
d) In Mykonos, Daphne and Katerine had lodged in an ancient fort for a week. __

e) An episode with a boy put an end to Daphne's and Irene's friendship last spring. _____

14 f) Daphne was not as close to Katerine and Irene as they were to each other.
—————



g) Daphne and Anne had been pen-friends for quite a while already.
h) Daphne was very proud of her prospective English trip when she was still in Greece.
3. Explain in your own words the meaning of tho following exprossion from the 19Xl. . O O

a sick feeling ... was grasping hold of her

15



Text 3

Read the following article: ' X XO

When BBC television decided to make a programme on voluntary euthanasia —or, as it is sometimes
called, ‘mercy killing’— the Radio Times sent a reporter to Holland to interview two doctors, Gertruida and Andries
Postma for an accompanying article. In 1973 Dr Gertruida Postma had been tried for the ‘mercy killing’ of her
mother, Mrs Margina Gravelink.

The Radio Times writer discovered that when she was 78 years old, Mrs Gravelink suffered serious brain
damage from a cerebral haemorrhage and went into a coma. She regained consciousness and though she still had
a clear mind she was so ill physically that she became very unhappy. In fact, she was so unhappy that she
attempted suicide by throwing herself from a high bed. She survived but her health grew even worse and she had
to be moved to an old people’s home. When Dr Postma visited her there, she felt that her mother was waiting for
her to help her out of her misery. B ‘

One day, a few weeks:later when she went to see her mother, Dr Postma took a phial of morphine to the
bedside. She injected her mother with the drug and Mrs Gravelink died within a minute. The speed with which she
died showed —people said later— what a terrible condition her mother had been in. The dose might have taken an
hour to kill a healthy person.

When the Radio Times writer asked Dr Gertruida Postma and her husband how they felt now about
‘mercy-killing’ they replied jointly: “There are two kinds of euthanasia —active and passive. In active euthanasia, the
patient’s life is deliberately ended, perhaps by giving the patient a drug. In passive euthanasia, the patient is merely
allowed to die... In any hundred doctors there will be perhaps twenty who practise active euthanasia, sixty who
practise passive euthanasia and twenty who are completely against it and believe that life must be maintained in all
circumstances, no matter how hopeless it is and even if the patient's life has become terrible or reduced to the level
of a vegetable.

“Our object is to encourage doctors to talk about euthanasia and to declare their practice openly. Then the
law could be changed straight away. The old medical laws are not fitted to modern medical science, where we can
keep life going beyond its human limits, where we can continue physical life when the brain has ceased to function,
when life has no dignity or personal meaning.

“We want to see a change in the law allowing for voluntary euthanasia. We must make the way clear for
patients so that they are able to discuss their situations and make a rational choice about their death.

“Three conditions must govern euthanasia in every case: the patient must be obviously and unmistakably
dying with only days or weeks to live; the patient must ask for death; and the doctor must make known what he has
done so that there can be no question of, for example, murder for gain. Death certificates should be quite clear,
saying, for instance: ‘Patient with secondary cancer — euthanasia performed.’ There must be nothing secret about it...”

The Postmas want to encourage a situation in which people could make a ‘testament of life’ in the days of
their good health to make sure of their own euthanasia if they are ever injured and lose the use of their rational
minds, for example, in a road accident.

1. Choose the answer which you think fits best according to the text. . . O
a) Why were doctors Gertruida and Andries Postma Interviewed by the Radlo TImes?

D 1.- Because the BBC wanted them to appear on a TV programme about euthanasia.

16
—



D Il.- Because their story would illustrate the subject of euthanasia in a written article.
D ll.- Because Gertruida Postma had been in prison since 1973.

D IV.- Because the Postmas wanted the subject of euthanasia to be advertised by the BBC.

b) Why did Mrs Margina Gravelink feel so unhappy?

D |.- Because her mind was disturbed.

D I.- Because she threw herself from a high bed and this made her feel dizzy.
D lil.- Because she was suffering very much from physical illness.

D IV.- Because it took her too long to regain consciousness after the coma.

¢) Why are old medical laws not fitted to modern: medical science, according to the Postmas?
D |.- Because they do not allow patients to discuss the problem of euthanasia.

D Il.- Because modern science can maintain physical life even beyond its human limits.

D lil.- Because they force doctors to reduce their patient’s life to the level of a vegetable.

D IV.- Because they allow passive euthanasia but forbid active euthanasia.

d) Why do the Postmas wish to see a change In the law?

D .- Because life without euthanasia has no dignity or personal meaning.
D Il.- Because voluntary euthanasia enables patients to die without suffering.
D lil.- Because doctors should not be allowed to dec.:.lare their practice openly.

IV.- Because patients should be allowed to make a rational choice about their death.

e) Which are the main conditions under which thesy say euthanasia should be practised?
D I.- Doctors must state that euthanasia was performed in all death certificates.
D I.- The patient must make a testament saying that he wants to be put to death.

D lil.- The patient must be terminally and seriously ill and explicitly ask for death.

D IV.- The patient must suffer from secondary cancer.

00

2. Are the following statements true or false, according to the passage?
Correct the false ones.

a) The Postmas were put on trial because of Mrs Margina Gravelink’s death.

b) Dr Postma decided to help her mother because the old woman was short of money.
17
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c) . Mrs Margina Graveiink passed away shortly after she was injected with morphine. _____
d) Most doctors believe that life must be maintainecl in all circumstances.

e) Most doctors practise passive authanasia when the patient's life is hopeless.

f) The Postmas want to encourage doctors to practise euthanasia. :

g) Euthanasia should be practised only under certain strict conditions

h) Everybody should be allowed to make a ‘testament of life’.

3. Explain in your own words the meaning of the following expression from the toX!: m . . O
murder for gain

4. Write a summary of Mrs Margina Gravelink’s story (70 - 80 words) . . O
Use your own words.




Text 4

Read the following passage: , ' X XO)

Information gathered by British ecologists on Krakatoa —the cluster of islands near Java almost wiped out
by the world's greatest known explosion, about a hundred yearé ago¥ may provide crucial data for scientists
battling to save the planet's endangered trees and plants. The ecologists, from Hull University, are just completing
a three-week investigation on Krakatoa, now one of the world's intriguing natural laboratories.

In the gigantic eruption the island's volcano blasted almost three cubic miles of rock into the air, hurled
one-hundred-foot tidal waves on to the Java coast, killing at least 36.000 ‘bvéople, and sent an atmospheric shock
wave three times round the globe. On its own, the explosion was a remarkable event =for it produced enough dust
to cool weather throughout the world for the next three years. However, Krakatoa still has lessons to teach the
world.

After the ash clouds cleared, the first scientists to arrive found only three small pieces of island left above
water. All traces of life had been obliterated under layars of glowing, fiery ash and pumice seven hundred feet thick.
it was a desolate scene, yet within three years a gelatinous layer of blue-green algae began to cover the ash and
pumice fields. Then grass and ferns started to grow from seeds brought by birds to the islands. By the tum of the
century young forests began to spring up, and a variety of animals, including rats, snakes and lizards, set up
homes on Krakatoa.

It is & story which suggests that biology is capable of encouraging adaptability. In fact, the history of
Krakatoa hides a far more disturbing truth. Although its islands are now coated in greenery, their forests are still
immature. A century after the blast, the forééts of teak, mahogany and other ancient trees that once covered the
island are still absent. ‘The world’s tropical rain forests are made up of trees that used to flourish on Krakatoa,’ said
Mr Peter Jones, a post-graduate ecologist on the Hull expedition, who returned home last week. These rain
forests are being destroyed by humans. Yet the evidence from Krakatoa is that they will take more than a hundred
years to replace.’ That view was backed by Dr Norman Robson, a botanist at London’s Natural History Museum,
which is to launch a Krakatoa exhibition this week.

Unfortunately, there are signs that Krakatoa's scientific uniqueness is being threatened. The islands are
protected reserves, but evidence of logging by local islanders and of turtle egg stealing by fishermen has been
discovered 'by the Hull team.

its destruction remains a potent reminder of our frailty in the face of nature’s mighty forces. Those forces,
we now know, were caused by the meeting of two gigantic subterranean geological plates. One plate is slowly
being shoved under the other, and gases, water and soil are also heing pushed under. Eventually they boiled back
to the earth’s crust —under Krakatoa. When the pressure grew too much, the island simpiy blew apart —with a bang
that was heard in Africa and Australia.

Atotal of 36.000 people were officially reported killed —although it was probably nearer 100.000. Strangely,
those at the sea fared best —such as the captain of the British ship Charles Bal, which passed close to the eruption
during its climax, and who provided a vivid description of the event in his log. ‘At 11:15 a.m. on August 27, there
was a fearful explosion in the direction of Krakatoa. We saw a wave rush right on to Button Island, apparently
sweeping right over the south part. This we saw repeated twice.The same waves seemed also to run right on to the
Java shore. By 11:30 we were enclosed in a darkness that might almost be felt. We had to grope about the decks,
and although speaking to each other, could not see each other. This horrible state and downpour of mud continued
until 1:30 p.m., the roarings of the volcano and lightnings being something fearful.’

Adapted from: Hugo Valanzano & Edith de Consolandich., Graded Exefcises ang Follow-up activities. Workbook 2

19



1. Choose the answer which you think fits best according to the text. . . O

a) Where do you think the preceding passage wae taken from?
D I.- It was published in a special section of a newspaper.
D II.- It forms part of a ship’s log-book.

D lil.- It forms part of the Hull team’s report on their expedition.

D IV.- It was published in a scientific magazine.

b) What was the purpose of the Hull team’s expedition to Krakatoa?

D I.- To encourage the adaptability of the plants now growing on-Krakatoa.

D il.- To gather material for the Krakatoa exhibition at London’s Natural History Museum.
D lil.- To collect information that may hélp save endangered species of plants.

D IV.- To prevent the local islanders from damaging the ecological system on the islands.

¢) Why Is Krakatoa sald to be an “Intriguing natural laboratory”?

D I.- Because gases, water and soil are being pushed under one of its geological plates.

D Il.- Because it enables scientists to witness the gradual development of an ecological system.
D .- Because certain animal species would not be able to survive in Krakatoa.

D IV.- Because the island’s rain forest has been preserved from destruction by the islanders.

d) Why were those on board the Charles Bal enclosed In darkness, groping about the decks?

D I.- Because they were blinded by the vapours produced by the explosion.
D Il.- Because the mud, rocks and ashes sent into the air covered the sunlight completely.
D lll.- Because the explosion took place in the middie of the night.

D IV.- Because the huge tidal waves covered the sunlight completely.

@) Why Is It thought that Krakatoa’s sclentific uniqueness Is being threatened?

D I.- Because the ash clouds hav? not cleared yet.

D Il.- Because too many scientists are going to the islands.

D Ill.- Because the movement of subterranean geological plates may cause the island to blow apart.

D V.- Because the local islanders are damaging their environment.
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2. Are the following statements true or false, according to the passage?
Correct the false ones.

a)Krakatoa’s explosion has produced irreversible effects over the world. ____

b) The blast hurled gigantic tidal waves on to the coasts of Africa and Australia. ______

c) The ecologists from Hull have not been the first scientists to investigate the islands. __
d) Krakatoa was once covered by a rain forest. _____

e) A gelatinous layer of blue-green algae obliterated other forms of life on the islands. __. __
f) The islands haven't yet recovered their forests of teak and mahogany. _

g) Dr Norman Robson is in charge of the Krakatoa exhibition organised at London’s Natural History
Museum.

h) If the Charles Bal had not been destroyed by the blast her captain would have provided a vivid account of the
event.
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Text 5

Read the foilowing passage carefully:- ¢ @ @

We settled down to a routine, my cousin Rachel and myself, which seldom varied, and it seemed to suit us
well. When the weather permitted it, she would spend the moming in the grounds directing the gardeners about the
planting, or watching the progress of the terraced walk we had decided upon, which had necessitated the employ-
ment of extra men, besides those who worked in the woods; while | did my usual business about the estate, riding
to and fro amongst the farms, or visiting others in the outlying districts, where | held land also. We met half-past
twelve for a brief meal, cold usually, a ham, or pie, with cake. It would be my first sight of her for the day, for she
always took breakfast in her room.

When | was out and about on the estate, or in my office, and heard the clock on the belfry strike noon,
followed almost at once by the great clanging bell that summoned the men to their dinner, | would be aware of a
rising excitement within me, a sudden lifting of the heart...

When we had eaten luncheon she would go upstairs to rest, or if it was a Tuesday or a Thursday | might order
the carriage for her, and the coachman would drive her about the neighbourhood to retum the calls that had been
made upon her. Sometimes, if | had business on the way, | would ride with her for a mile or so, and then get out of
the carriage and let her go her way... | would not see her again until we dined at five, and the intervening hours
became something to be gone through for the evening's sake. Whether | was on business, or about the estate, or
talking with people, all the time | had a sense of urgency, and impatience to be done. What was the time? | looked
at my watch. Still only half-past four? How the hours dragged. And coming back to the house by way of the stables,
I would know at once if she had retumed, for | would see the carriage in the coach-house, and the horses being fed
and watered. Going into the house, passing into the library and the drawing-room, | would see both rooms were
empty, and this would mean she had gone up to her rooms to rest. She always rested before dinner. Then
| would take a bath, or wash, and change, and go down into the library below to wait for her. My impatience
mounted as the hands of the clock drew nearer to five. | would leave the door of the library open, so that |
could hear her step...

The butler would announce dinner, and we woulid pass into the dining-room and take our places, | at the head
of the table, she at my right hand, and it seemed to me this had always happened, there was nothing new in it, and
nothing strange, and | had never sat there alone, in my old jacket, unchanged, with a book propped up in front of
me so that | did not have to talk to the butler. Yet, if it had always happened, it would not have seemed stimulating
to me, as it did now, with the mere process of eating and drinking becoming, in a sense, a new adventure.

The excitement did not lessen with the passing of the weeks, rather it increased, so that | would find myself
making excuses to be about the house, for the sake of five minutes or so, when | might catch a glimpse of her, thus
making an addition to the regular time of midday and evening when we would be togéther.

Adapted from: Capper Johnson. First Certificate Skills. Evans Brothers Ltd. Adapted from My Cousin Rachel by Daphne du Mauner

1. Choose the answer which you think fits best according to the text. . . .
a) What Is the main purpose of the preceding text?

D I.- To narrate an episode in the life of the character using the first person singular.

22 D 1l.- To express the first person character's opinions with respect to a particular subject.
—————



D lll.- To offer a descriptive account of the character's habitual activities and feelings.

D IV.- To persuade the reader of the advantages of country life.

b)lWhy did the narrator usually feel a rising excitement within him at noon?

D |.- Because he would soon see his cousin for the first time in the day.

D Il.- As a consequence of the great clanging bell that summoned the men to their dinner .
D lll.- Because he was usually very hungry at that time.

D IV.- As a consequence of his morning ride around the farms.

c) What did the coachman sometimes drive Rachel about the neighbourhood for?
D I.- In order to retum objects that she had previously borrowed from her neighbours.
D .- So that she could visit some of her neighbours.

D lll.- For her to return insults she had previously received when riding about the farms.

D IV.- To offer her help to those in the neighbourhood who might need it.

d) How did the narrator usually feel between 2:30 pm and 5:00 pm every day?
D I.- He was eager to feed and water the horses at the stable.

D I1.- He was tired after talking with people for hours.

D lil.- He looked forward to seeing his cousin again at the dinner table.

D IV.- He felt pleased with the increasing prosperity of his estate.

e) Who had the narrator usually shared his dinner table with before Rachol‘é arrival?
[: I.- With the butler, who would take his place at the head of the table.
D Il.- With the rest of the household, each dinner becoming a new adventure.

D lil.- With his parents, who were now in charge of another estate.

D [V.- He would have dinner by himseif, wearing an old jacket and reading a book.

2. There are four suggested ways of completing each of the following unfinished statements about the
passage. Choose the one you think fits best. . . ’

a) The life of the young man telling the story and his cousin Rachel was...

23



24

D C. very boring
D D. extremely exciting

b) “She would spend the morning in the grounds...” means that she...
D A. wanted to spend the morning in the grounds...

D B. liked spending the morning in the grounds...

D C. usually spent the moring in the grounds...

D. could spend the morning in the grounds...

L

c) In the morning, the young man...

>

supervised his property

. worked on the farm

o

trained horses

LU0

©

bought land

d) “ the Intervening hours became something to e gone through” means that they had...

>

to be spent pleasantly

. to be anticipated

o

to be passed quickly

LILL0

o

to be endured

) The young man looked forward to the evening...

A. despairingly

C. uncertainly

D. eagerly

LL0L]

f) The young man often went to the stables before entering the house to...

>

check that the horses were in the stables

. find out if his cousin had returned home

(@)

. pass the time

LO0L

=)

- go round the outbuildings before dark



g) “The book was propped up” means the book was...

D A. leaning against a support
D B. flat on the table
D C. held in his hand
D D. placed upright

3. Write a short paragraph describing the narrator’'s feelings towards Rachel. Use evidence from the text to
account for your judgement (60 — 70 words). Use your own words. . . .
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Text 6

Read the following passage carefully: ooo

It's late evening in Munich station and you need a bed for the night. The tourist bureau is closed and there's
no phone in sight. So what's new? Well, there's still the latest information system to try out.

Projected as an image on a wall in the station is a street map of the city and a set of icons. You point to the
hotel icon and then circle with your finger the district you want. A more detailed street map, with flashing spots
representing the hotels. o

You point to one of the spots, and a list gives price and availability of rooms. You book by pointing to the
telephone icon. A message on the wall tells you that a car is on its way to pick you up.

The fantasy could be a reality within a year or two, says Christoph Maggioni, of the German electronics group
Siemens. His research team at the company’s laboratory in Munich has already built working prototypes. They
remove the need to master tricky procedures on the keyboard, and leave little hardware on show for vandals to
wreck. “These are the two great advantages,” Mr Maggioni says. '

“The systems are also fine for sterile environments and for clearing the [office] desktop.” He sees doctors
using gesture recognition systems in hospital operating theatres where unsterilised equipment is banned.

In the office, the clutter of telephones, diaries and address books on a desk could be a thing of the past.
"When you wanted to make a call, the image of a keypad could be projected on to the pile of papers beside you and
you would move your fingers over the numbers as you do with a real telephone. Speakers and a microphone would
be buried in the fumishings. For around $6.500 the system is also fairly cheap. It consists of a standard video
camera and projector, and a computer.

For decades, researchers in the US, Japan and Europe have been looking at ways of getting rid of the

- keyboard and of using gestures, voice and even eye movements to simplify the manner in which humans
communicate with computers.

A number of companies, including Siemens and the Japanese electronics group Sharp, claim to have built
working prototypes of a computer system that recognises head movements. This could be an important advance
in the development of 3D television. Researchers now say that they can generate two images from a single screen
and use a video camera to track the head to ensure that each image goes to the correct eye.

For Mr Maggioni; the next big advance will be computers controlled by a combination of gestures and speech.
Over the next few months, Siemens is due to launch a computer for the medical profession that will let doctors
input data by talking to the machine, he says.

Adapted from Computers ‘will soon Jump to our every word’ by Bill O’'Nelll. Article published in The Buenos Aires Herald

1. Choose the alternative which you think fits beat according to the text in order to complete the following

statements. . . .

a) Three Introductory paragraphs present a situation Iin which...

1.- A homeless person tries to make use of a free ae:ion_iodation service run by the state. ~ -
D Il.- A foreign visitor arrives at Munich station and seeks accomodation.

D Ill.- An expert in electronics wants to test a new information system.

26
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D IV.- The whole scene takes place at a film studio.

b) “..a car Is on its way to pick you up” and take you to... (paragraph 3)

D 1.- A telephone booth.
D Il.- An open tourist bureau.
D iil.- The hotel.

D IV.- The centre of the city.

c) One of the two great advantages of this system Is that...
D I.- Vandals will not be able to damage its instruments.
D Il.- Tourists will be able to get the information they want in no time.

D lll.- Anybody will be able to find accomodation through it.

I: IV.- The working prototypes have proved to be more efficient than other systems.

d) The other great advantage of this system Is that...
D L- Its keyboard enables users to follow a wide range of new procedures.

D Il.- It can easily be removed in case of fire.

D lil.- Those who are totally unacquainted with the use of computers will be able to operate it.

D IV its keyboard éan be operated in sterile envifonments.

e) At the office this system offers the possibility of...
D |.- Getting rid of telephones.

D Il.- Getting rid of microphones and speakers.
D lil.- Using a keypad instead of a keyboard.

D IV.- Using a video camera to track your head.

f) 3D TV will be easlily developed If researchers find the means to...

D I.- Have the screen direct a separate image to each of the eyes of the viewer.
D Il.- Operate TV sets using head movements.

D lll.- Control computers by means of a combination of gestures and speech.

D IV.- Generate several images within a single screen.
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2. Are the following statements true or false,
according to the passage? Correct the false ones. . ' .

a) ltis possible to operate certain computers by pointing to icons on a projected image. ______
b) Vandals usually wreck computer hardware placed in public areas. _____
c) Images of keypads can only be projected on piles of papers. _____

d) Itis not allowed to use traditional computers in hospital operating theatres. ______
e) Gesture recognition systems could never be used in hospital operating theatres. . - -
f) For decades, the Japanese have used eye movements to communicate with computers. ______

g) Mr Maggioni is going to build a working prototype of 3D television.

h) A gesture recognition system costs $6.500.

3. Explaln In your own words the meaning of the following expression from the text: __ . . .

master tricky procedures on the keyboard
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Reading .

Text1

1.- Choose the answer which you think fits best according to the text.

a) ]
b) I
c) I
d) ]

2. Are the following statements true or false, according to the passage? Explaln the false
ones.

a) F — Polar conditions are irrelevant to the development of science.

b) T

c) F — They can get used to the cold by making the most of their vitamins.

d) F — They may get depressed during the dark winter months.

e) T

f) F — Temperatures falling below freezing point can cause frostbite.

9) T

h) F — An altitude of 3km above sea level can cause headaches, vomiting and dehydration.
Text 2

1. Choose the answer which you think fits best according to the text..

a) i
b) I
c) v
d) I
e) 1]l

2. Are the following statements true or false, according to the passage? Correct the false ones.

a) F — The text does not say that Daphne was talking at all then.

b) T

c) T

d) F — They stayed there for two weeks, but we do not know where they lodged.

e) F — There is no evidence of the consequences of that incident.

f) F — There is no evidence as to whether Katerine and Irene were friends at all.

g) T

h) T 29



3 'ixplaln In your own words the meaning of the following expression from the text.
a sick felling ... was grasping hold of her

she was gradually overcome by an unpleasant felling

Text 3
1. Choose the answer which you think fits best according to the text.

a) I
b) n|
c) I
d) \Y
e) I

2. Are the following statements true or false, according to the passage? Correct the false ones.

a) F — Only Dr. Postma had been tried for it.

b) F — The old woman was in a condition of great unhappiness and physical pain. Money is not mentioned.
c) T

d) F — Only 20%

e) T

f) F — They want to encourage doctors to talk about euthanasia and to declare their practice openly.

)] T

h) T

3.- Explain In your own words the meaning of the following expression from the text:
murder for gain

To obtain some kind of profit by mercy killing.
4.- Write a summary of Mrs Margina Gravelink’s story ( 70 — 80 words). Use your own words.

(Paragraphs 2 and 3 in the text) Mrs Margina Gravelink, an old woman, suffered from a serious illness and almost
died from a cerebral haemorrhage. When she recovered from coma, she felt miserable because she was not
physically well at all. She even tried to commit suicide. As a consequence, her heaith got worse and she was sent
to an old people’s home. Her daughter, who was a doctor, decided to apply mercy killing so as to end with her
mother's wretched life. (76 words)

Text 4
1. Choose the answer which you think fits best according 1o the text.

a) )
b) i
c) I
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d) i
e) v

2.- Are the following statements true or false, according to the passage? Correct the false ones.

a) F — The effects, though serious, are not irreversible.

b) F — The tidal waves were not hurled that far.

c) T

d) T

e) F — On the contrary, this algae layer favoured the development of other forms of life.

f) T

Q) F — He may be, but the text does not say so.

h) F — The Charles Bal was not destroyed and her captain did provide an account of the event.
Text 5

1. Choose the answer which you think fits best according to the text.

a) i
b) |
c) I
d) ]
e) v

2, There are four suggested ways of completing each of the following unfinished statements about the
passage. Choose the one you think fits best.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
a)

> @ OO >» O

3. Write a short paragraph describing the narrator’s feelings towards Rachel. Use evidence from the text to
account for your judgement ( 60 — 70 words). Use your own words.

The narrator seems to be deeply in love with his cousin. In his account of his daily activities, the outstand-
ing moments are those when he sees her. Their brief morning meal, luncheon which they would share daily, a short
carriage journey on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and dinner in the evenings. He spends most of the time between
meals thinking of his cousin, looking forward to seeirig her.

Text 6

1. Choose the alternative which you think fits best according to the text In order to complete the following
31
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statements.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

2. Are the following statements true or false, according to the passage? Coirect the false ones.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

g)
h)

— Images of keypads could be projected cn piles of papers.

— Gesture recognition systems would be ideal for hospital operating theatres.
— They've tried to find the means to use eye movements to communicate with computers.
- Siemens and other companies might eventually build a working prototype of 3D television.

- MMM H4T 4+

3. Explain In your own words the meaning of the following expression from the text.

master tricky procedures on the keyboard

be able to use a computer keyboard skillfully



e Module 2

Language Practice

Introduction

This module was designed to give you extra practice of the grammar points covered at an
upper-intermediate level, which is the level required to enter university courses in English. In
order to attain this level, you should have an active control of grammar and vocabulary, and, by
working on this module, you will be able to become familiar with the type" of exercise which
generally forms part of the training offered in our introductory courses.

In the following section, the emphasis is both on vocabulary and sentence construction:

e Multiple-cholce cloze exercises (a text with gaps and four-optidn-cﬁb’ice ques- -
tions)

o Word formation exercises (a text with gaps, in which each gap must be filled
with the correct form of the word given at the end of each line)

o Cloze exercises (a text with gaps, in which the emphasis is mainly on grammar)

= Key word transformation exercises: most of the major upper-intermediate level
grammar structures are tested in this type of exercise as well as vocabulary in the
form of idioms and multiple-word verbs. Exercises on verb tenses have also been
included in this module for you to revise them.

Remember that it is not necessary to finish the complete module in order to start a new one.
You can handle the booklet freely. We advise you to start with the easiest exercises (o) and then
gradually move on towards more difficult tasks (e e), (e es). o

33
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Key Word

Transformation Exercises

o

The following set of exercises consists of a series of three sections with varying degrees of difficulty. In the
first section you will have to use lexical equivalents, modal auxiliaries and indirect speech constructions. The
second and third sections add more complex lexical aiternatives and certain idiomatic expressions including some
phrasal verbs. Use a dictionary if necessary. The answer keys present only one possible altemative for each
sentence, but these are not meant to exclude other correct choices.

Complete the second sentence in each of the following pairs, so that it has a similar meaning to the first
sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words in each
case, including the word given. There is an example at the beginning (1).

Example:

0.- After the storm the repairs to my house cost me £300.
have
It cost me £300 fo have my house repalred after the storm.

Section A . O O

1. | gave her my address.
where
I lived.

2. You should telephone him.
speak
You should on the telephone.

3. The population of Europe is increasing.
peopie
The is increasing

4. Too many sweets are bad for you.
eat
Itis too many sweets.

5. You should join the football club.
member
You should the football club.

6. He was holding some flowers when he knocked at Julia's door.
hand
He had when he knocked at Julia’s door.




7. | didn’t expect to win.
think
|

win.

8. The firemen had to break the door down.

necessary
It

to break the door down.

9. Claude knows a lot of people in Italy.
acquaintances
Claude

in Italy.

10. Billy was definitely first in the queue.
doubt
There's

~first in the queue. -

Section B

1. A neighbour is looking after the children while 'm out.

care
A neighbour

60

the children while I'm out.

2. You will have to pay at least $400 to get the camera you want.

impossible
You'll find

3. | can’t move until I've sold my house.

get the camera you want for less than $400.

unable

Until I've sold my house move.
4. After this, | won't give you any more warnings.

last

This is_ give you.

5. The return fare is double the single fare.
twice
The return fare

the single fare.

6. The box was too heavy for Michael to carry on his back.

weight
Because of

carry the box on his:back.

7. | slept until the thunder woke me at seven o’clock.

woken
|

at seven o'clock.
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8. | haven't received a reply from Christine yet.
still
Christine

a reply.

9. | got the impression that they weren’t enjoying thernselves.
seem
They

enjoying themselves.

10. You ought to fasten your seat-belt before driving away.
without
You shouldn’t

your seat-belt.

Section C

1. Patricia had difficulty in accepting the situation.
difficult
Patricia

the situation.

2. This is the best music |'ve ever heard.
better
I've

this.

3. “Would you like to go out for a meal?” Sandy asked my father.
feit
Sandy asked my father

out for a meal.

4. Could | stay with you for the weekend?
put
Could you

5. We had to have our windows mended.
someone
We had to

for the weekend?

our windows.

6. She took two hours deciding which dress to buy.
mind
She took two hours

which dresslto buy.

7. The train is due now.
time
It

8. The frosty weather is killing all the plants in our garden.
due
All the plants in my garden

arrived.

the frosty weather.




9. We suddenly saw the traffic lights and | had to reduce my speed.

down
We suddenly saw the traffic lights and | had

10. | couldn’'t understand what | was reading.

sense
| couldn’t what | was reading.

11. You should put a label on your baggage, it might get lost at the airport
in
Put a label on your baggage at the airport.

12. Tanya normally drinks water with every meal.

to
Tanya's water with every meal.

13. In La Plata it’s unusual to queue for the bus.

not
I'm the bus.

14. Sue seemed more“t'alkative than Laura.
as
Laura didn't Sue.

15. | haven't seen Peter since Tuesday.
time
The was on Tuesday.

16. Julia is better paid than Sally.
as
Sally — Julia.

17. A famous engineer built that bridge.
built
That a famous engineer.

18. Someone’s painting my garage next week.
am
I next week.

19. It's two weeks since | received an e-mail.
not

| have : two weeks.

20. She didn't arrive in time for the appointment.

too
She for the appointment.




Vocabulary

and Use of English l

Tip

When you are reading and you are not sure what words mean, it is possible to guess their meaning
from the context. This is a very Important skill because in most language examinations you are not
allowed to use a dictionary and you cannot ask anyone to explain vocabulary to you.

The following set of exercises have been designed to help you to develop this skill and also as a revision of the use
of tenses.

SECTION 1

Exercise 1 . ” . O O

Fill each of the numbered blanks In the following passage. Use only one word In each space.

One Saturday, Henry Dombey was in his jewellery shop, waiting for customers. At 10 a.m., ,
(1) first customer, a smartly-dfessed, middle-aged man arived and, after looking around, (2) a £400
watch, which he paid for (3) cheque.
Half an hour later, the same customer returned to the shop with (4) waiter from a
(5) cafe. He was trying to sell the watch to the waiter for £200 cash (6) wanted Mr
Dombey to confirm that the watch was worth at (7) that much. Mr Dombey became very suspicious
and called the police. He assumed that the cheque was (8), since otherwise the customer would have
lost £200. When the police arrived, the customer explained that, after (9) the shop, he had
(10) remembered an important business meeting in Manchester (11) afternoon. He realised that he
didn't have enough cash to cover his expenses, so he had (12) to sell the watch because the meeting
was more important (13) losing £200. Mr Dombey didn’t believe this and neither (14)
the police, and the customer (15) arrested.
Mr Dombey was very surprised when, on Monday, the bank paid the cheque without question. He was
(16) more surprised when, on Tuesday, he received a letter from the customer’s lawyers telling
(17) he was (18) to be taken to court (19) making false accusations.
Eventually, Mr Dombey had to pay £5,000 in compensation to the customer.
It was, of course, an elaborate trick (20) the customer had planned very carefully.

Exercise 2 - . O O

Complete the following story with the correct form of the verbs:

My parents ........ccccocccecernnninannes (move) away from London in the year | ..........ccceeceeccrvenennees (Ieave)
school and | ......ccoceceviciencnnnnnnn (never - live) there since, but about a year ago, when | .........cccccceceevnccicncnncn.
(be) there on business, a curious coincidence .............ccoceorveeervrenne (lead) to my going back to the suburb where
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OO (grow) up. | oo (stand) outside my hotel, waiting for a taxi, when a man

on the opposite side of the road .........ccoeveenrrrnennnnen (catch) sight of me, ....c.ccoeimicieiniinieneans (stop), and
suddenly.......ccoeenrenrenniiinennens (cross) the road ........ccoceocenniieiieenne. (speak) to me. He ........ocoecrniecicenennn
(come) straight up to me, .....coccevveevinnneiicennanns (ho!d) out his hand, and ..........cceieineercceen. (say): ‘Hello,
Martin! YOU ....cocovevvvrmrinvrnenennenns (be) Martin Scott, .........ocecevrrmrurueunnnns ... (NOt - be) you? YOU ...eeeeereceiecneencne
(not - change) much in thirty years!

Heu e (be) tall and thin, aimost bald-headed, with grey hair and deep lines across his
forehead, but !l ...c.occiiiiniiiiin. (recognise) him from his eyes and expression. Something
.................................. (remind) me of a boy with thick, black, curly hair who ..............cc....cc....... (D€) ONE Of my
closest friends at school. ‘Peter Lindsay! | .......cccccocvriiinnennne. (exclaim).

We .. (stand) talking on the pavement for a few minutes, briefly telling each other the
story of our lives SiNCe We .......ccccceeceevceceeevirannnee (last - meet). He still .........cccovevrviriinneen. (live) in the house
[ L= YRR (inherit) from his parents and before we ....... rerserssnssne e eeaeenes (part), leeciriicnienene
(promise) that | ......ccviiiiinnnnnnee (visit) him the next time l...........cc.cccoeeeees (come) to London. When
OO (tell) him that | (not - be) to Woodbury, the suburb where
WE..oouiimineiicitesiinnsicssnens (grow) up, for nearly thirty years, he ....................... (say) | .o, (be) amazed
at the changes that ..........ccccccevevceeenannn (take) place.

Exercise 3 ‘ O O

Flil each of blanks in this story with one suitable word.

It has often assumed that emotions are primary and others secondary.
the names given to the primary emotions differ slightly, most of the following agreed
upon: anger, fear, joy, sorrow, acceptance, disgust, and surprise. Rarely, if ever, does a experience
one emotion alone. Secondary are formed the mixing of primary emotions, like the
mixing of primary colors to form . Interestingly enough, the names secondary, or mixed,
emotions are often the same those used describe personality: for example, a person
habitually experiences feelings anger and disgust might be called a sarcastic person;
who is accepting and joyful would be called sociable. Investigators have shown that emotions are
related only to personality, but to psychiatric diagnoses ego defenses as
They are closely related to MOTIVATION. Emotions are thus fundamental processes in all
organisms and related to many aspects of functioning.

Exercise 4 . O O

Read the text below and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word
which should not be there.

If a line is correct put a tick ( V) on the line. if a line has a word which should not be there, write the word
on the line.

WHY | AM LEARNING ENGLISH
0 | am learning English because | am studying law and when V

0 0 | will finish my course | would like to work for a big company, or __ will



1 possibly, | will be continue my studies in Britain or the U.S.A.

2 To do either of these things, it is important to reach at a certain
3 level of English. Another reason is that | want to communicate
4 with foreign people because of nowadays countries are

5 becoming so closer and closer. You need to be able to speak a
6 foreign language if you want to travel without any problems.

7 My sister, who lives in England, she says that life is very

8 different in there and the weather is not so good. Later this

9 year | am going to visit England and stay with my sister

10 for two months. | hope that to improve my level of English

11 during that time. | am certainly looking forward much to

12 spending the summer in England. After studying at a college

13 for six weeks | will be going on the holiday with my sister.

14 We plan to hire a car and visit the south-west of the country,

15 which | have heard is very interesting, with a lovely countryside.

Exerclse 5§ . O O

Read the text below and decide which answer A, B, C or D best fits each spaceand circle the answer.

A Famous Sportsman

You have probably never heard of Charles Burgess Fry but in the (0) B years of this century, he
was the most famous man in England. He became famous while (1) at university, mainly on (2) of
his achievements in sport. He was, at the same time, captain of the university football, cricket and athletics teams
and (3) the world record for the long jump. He was also a (4) sports journalist. He was so
famous that letters addressed to ‘Mr Fry, Oxford’ were (5) to him without any difficulty. His college, (6)

it had quite a different name, was (7) as ‘Fry’s College’.

Some people have (8) Fry's sporting achievements. They (9) out that he lived at a
time when standards were quite (10) and it was much easier to (11) well in several sports. It is
certainly true that athletes of that time did not have the totally dedicated (12) of modern athletes.
However, it is only (13) to judge him (14) the standards of his own time. There is no doubt that
he had extraordinary skill (15) with an ability to write about sport with style and intelligence.
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A B - C D
0. primary early initial begining
1. still yet then already
2. case account view regard
3. held did made reached
4. common usual normal popular
5. posted diverted delivered carried
6. despite afthough hdwever otherwise
7. referred named called known
8. complained contradicted criticised contrasted
9. point give put speak
10. bad small low weak
11. make be go do
12. approach style method skill
13. balanced rational fair precise
14. for by as with
15. attached combined connected related
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6. Fill each of the numbered blanks In the following passage using one of the alternatives (a, b or c} for

each blank. See list below. . O O

Dolly never goes {1}.............. without an empty spectacles case. It is as vital {2}........... her as her purse.
Yet, she doesn'’t wear glasses. The reason she can't do {3}.......... it is because she can't read and she {4}..........
write. If {5}......... she gets into any situation {6}.......... she might be expected to do {7}........... of these things, she
fishes {8}............ in her bag for the specs case, finds it's empty, and asks the person concerned to do the reading
{9}.ecenne her. Dolly is now {10}......... her late thirties. She’s capéble and articulate and {11}........... a few months
ago {12}........... anybody knew she was illiterate. Her husband didn’t know and her children didn’t know. The
children {13}........... don’t. She had any number of tactics for {14}................ her difficulty — for example, never
lingering {15}............ a phone at work, in {16}........... she had to answer it and might be required to write some-
thing {17}........... But, in fact, it is easier for illiterates to conceal the truth {18}.......... the rest of us {19}...........
imagine. Literacy is so much taken for {20}........... that people simply don’t spot the giveaway signs.
A B C
1. somewhere anywhere nowhere
2. at on to
3. from apart _ without
4. don't can’t hasn't
5. ever always never
6. where when whence
7. many either some
8. beyond around apart
9. on about for
10. in at on
1. for from until
12. exactly hardly sharply
13. still already yet
14. condescending concealing consenting
15. near above underneath
16. fact part case
17. out down off
18. that thus than
19. ought might has
20. free given granted




SECTION 2

Exercise 1 ' . O

Fill each of the numbered blanks in the following passage. Use only one word in each space.

Romeo ahd Juliet éré the two young lovers famous throughout the world because of the play that Shake-
speare wrote about their love story. The storytakes (1) in Verona, Italy. Romeo is a member of the
Montague family (2) Juliet is a member of the Capulets. For many years there has been bitter
disagreemeht ' (3) the two families.

When Romeo and Juliet meet, they immediately (4)inlovewith_____ (5) other.
They want to get (6), but because of the bad feeling that exists between the two families, they
realise that their wedding (7) have to take place in secret. A priest, Friar Lawrence,

(8) the ceremony. (9) the day of the wedding, there is a fight in the street and Romeo kills Tybalt,
a relative of Juliet’s. (10) a punishment, he is ordered to go away to live in another city.

Juliet’s father, ignorant of Juliet's marriage to Romeo, wants her to marry someone (11). As part of
a plan to (12) this, Juliet, with the help of Friar Lawrence, takes some medicine that makes it seem
as (13) she is dead. The plan is (14) Romeo will rescue her. But (15)
Romeo hears that Juliet has really died. He comes back to Verona to see Juliet for the (16) time,
takes poison and dies. Juliet wakes up and finds him (17). She kills (18) with a

knife.

The parents of (19) young people are (20) shocked by the tragedy that
they decide to end their quarrel.

Exercise 2 . . O

Complete the following story with the correct forin of the verbs:

One day, long ago, the local ferryman was ill, so the inestimable teacher Nasruddin, ......................

(take) his place After he ................... (wait) for quite a long time, there at last ...................... (come)
along a fare, a tall supercilious-looking man who ...................... (drop) a coin into Nasruddin’s hand with a
look of condescension. “I ..........cccceeennn. (hope) you are an active fellow,’ he said ‘and thatyou ......................

(get) me across pretty quickly.

T o, (do) my best, Sir,” said Nasruddin humbly, and ...................... (set) to work.
After a time, Nasruddin ...................... (venture) to make a remark, and his passenger ..................... (look)
at him in horror and ..........c............ (say): YoU ..cccoveveeeeceeenns (just, make) a very bad mistake in grammar,
My Man. ...ccnvercenen ( you, not, learn) grammar at school?’

Nasruddin, who .......cccccceeeeee. (row) vigorously ...........cccceeeeee. (shake) his head.

‘Well, that ...................... (be) a pity.’ said the passenger. ‘You ....... teeerrreeneans (lose) half of your
life.’
Nasruddin ...................... (contrive) to look woebegone, but said nothing. After he ................. (row) on "
until they .....ccoeeeeeneeennt {be) about half way across the river, Nasruddin ..................... (look) up and-

...................... (catch) his passenger's eye.
e teneeenaeeneaas (you, teach) to swim when you ........cccccceueeenn (be) a boy?
‘To swim? Good heavens, no!’, answered the passenger.
‘Then you.......ccocuuveeenne. (lose) all your life: this boat ........... eeveeeserin (sink).’
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Exercise 3 . . O

Fill each of the numbered blanks In the following passage. Use only one word In each space.

To be stuckin a lift (0) __ FOR any length of time is a nightmare (1) true for many people.
So pity poor Grabriel Hammer (2) was trapped inside one for three whole days! One Saturday mom-
ing in 1986, he decided to go to work at his office, which was (3) the second floor of a large office
block.

Somewhere (4) the first and second floor, the lift stopped. He pushed the alarm bell. As (5)

was the weekend, the office block was empty. The noise (6) not be heard from

outside the building.

He tried shouting, but no one was able to hear that (7) . Eventually, he decided (8)
he would just have to wait. Nobody reported him missing because he was living with (9) parents at
the time and he often spent weekends away (10) home. He began to get thirsty, and then hungry.
By Sunday he was dreaming of long cool drinks, and the lovely meal that people (11) be enjoying
in the pub (12) he worked at weekends.

Monday was a national holiday, so it was not (13) _ Tuesday moming that he was rescued by his
boss. By that time he was very weak and ill. He had to have several days (14) work, and still gets

headaches even today. Now he refuses to enter any lift which does not (15) a telephone installed!

Exercise 4 . . O

Read the text below and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word
which should not be there.

If a line is correct put a tick ( V) on the line. If a line has a word which should not be there, write the word on the line.

0 Noody can deny that supermarkets are very much much
00 convenient. The whole idea behind them is that they __V_
. give customers more for choice at a cheaper price. But

. the current fashion of building enormous supermarkets

. on the outskirts of towns that is having the opposite effect.

. These supermarkets are putting off small shopkeepers out

. of business. Shops in town centres are closing down

. because they cannot compete up with the low prices the big

. supermarkets are being able to offer their customers. Town

. centres are dying. Instead of shopping in town, people

wW o N O O A ON =

. are driving them to the out-oftown supermarkets, buying

-
(]

. all the food they need for a week or two, then driving

-
-

. home again. That is their choice. But soon they will be have

—
N

. no choice in the matter because all rest of the shops in their

-
w

. town will have closed down, This is why some of town

-
H

. councils are refusing to give supermarket chains no

-
[¢]

. permission to build in their region. Nobody wants to live in a ghost town.



Exercise 5

Read the text below and decide which answer A, B, C or D best fits each space and circle the answer.

Saltis (0) __ € to life. At one time it was considered so valuable that it was (1)
to be paid “salt money”, which is where the word “salary” originated (3)
to think about it. But per-

as a god. Roman soldiers (2)

. Nowdays, however, salt is so common that few people even (4)

haps they (5)

The human body needs so little salt to (6)
cess of salt in the diet can (7) to high blood pressure, which in turn can (8)

disease. Cooking with salted water (9)

worshipped

__that it is very easy to consume too much of it. An ex-
the risk of heart

50% of its iron, compared to only 19% when boiled in salt-(10)

water. Many people have the habit of (11) _

Some even do this (12)

salt to their food when they are at the table.-
they have tasted the food. This is one of the reasons why the (13) __....

person in Britain eats two and a half to three teaspoons of salt every day. The (14) recommended
dose is one and a half, and the (15) dose is just half a teaspoon.
A B c D
0. ~ compulsory needed essential absolutely -
1. actually really currently factually
2. were would once used
3. out from off to
4, mind worry bother dare
5. ought should would had
6. survive last keep mantain
7. bring reach end lead
8. lift increase rise grow
9. drops kills loses throws
10. free clean empty clear
11. putting mixing including adding
12. without instead before prior
13. .medium average . common usual
14, top extreme ? maximun “most
15. ideal superior good excellent
.
Exerclse 6 . . O

Fill each of the numbered blanks In the following passage using one of the alternatives {a, b or c} for each

blank. See list below.

In 1886, those Victorian readers {1}........ had bought the new Beeton’s Christmas Annual found {2}........

it a story {3}......... Arthur Conan Doyle, {4}

hero had a novel approach {5}

unmasking murderers. His
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name was Sherlock Holmes. {6}........ doubt they greatly enjoyed the tale, but few {7}........ any could have guessed
that in 1998 Sherlock Holmes would be read of {8}......... their own language by Eskimos in the North {9}........

Basutos in southern Africa. What {10}.......... for this extraordinary popularity? | think the answer lies {11}.......... the
happy conjunction of a {12}............ of factors. Firstly, we have the important fact {13}......... Holmes was a scientific
detective who {14}.......... into being just as our age {15}......... science was getting into its stride. Secondly, the
character of Dr. Watson {16}......... every inch as remarkable an invention as {17}........ of Holmes himseff. Thirdly,
Doyle’s adventures take us {1 8}; ......... to a vanished world where, {19}............ the murders and horrors, life
seemed {20}........... safe.
A B C
1. which - who what
2. above under in
3. from by for
4. which whom whose
5. beyond ahead towards
6. little no much
7. if unless though
8. £ in off
9. and from to
10. accounts explains derives
11. on beneath in
12. collection number bunch
. 13, that ..about provided
] 14, came burst  .appeared
15. from for of
16. left was - stretched
17. which that .. hence
18. back 1. forth up
19. although unless despite
20. fairly somewhet slightly




SECTION 3

Exercise 1 . . .

Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in the space.

If you have children, there are certain things

to remember when you are visiting (1) BODY
else’s home. Children (2) behave RARE
well in company and other people are (3) LIKE

to find them more (4) than you do. It's ANNOY
important that chidren are either (5) in INCLUDE
the conversation or given (6) else to do. SOME

If your children (7) , you must BEHAVE
discipline them (8) as your hosts may IMMEDIATE
have (9) rules about behaviour than you- STRICT
do at home. (10) , if your children damage FINAL
any of your hosts’ (11) you must either POSSESS
replace the damaged object or offer a (12) . SuIT

gift in its place. You must never offer your hosts money to replace the object.

Exercise 2
000

Use the correct form of the multiple-word verbs below to rewrite the second sentence so that it means
exactly the same as the first sentence.

call on set off run out check out
take off take part catch out call for

1. We began our Journey to France on 1 April.

We

2. Mr Thomas pald the hotel blll and handed in his keys this morning.

Mr Thomas

3. Our suply of food Is almost gone.

Our

4. A lot of people were put In a difficult situation by the sudden fall in house prices.

The sudden fall in house prices

5. Unfortunately, the song never really became successful in the United States.
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Unfortunately, the song

6. Why didn’t you visit me when you were in town?

Why didn't you ?

7. A great deal of strength and fitness Is needed for rock-climbing.

Rock-climbing

8. There was some fighting at the football match, but Gary did not become involved.

Gary did not

Exercise 3 . . .

Use the word given In capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits In the space.

According to some (0) high-risk sports can be particularly SCIENCE
(1) for certain types of people. Such activities help them to leam that VALUE
being (2) doesn’t mean that they have to lose control. The recent FRIGHT
fashion for jumping from bridges, attached to a (3) of elastic rope, known LONG

as ‘bungee jumping’, has now been tried by over one million people (4) , WORLD
and interest in it is continuing to grow.

Before the special elastic rope (5) around them, jumpers reach speeds TIGHT

of nearly 160 kph. First-timers are usually too (6) to open their mouths, TERROR
and when they are finally (7) safely to the ground, they walk around with LOW
broad smiles on their faces, saying (8) how amazing it was. However, REPEAT
for some people it is only the (9) of refusing to jump at the last minute EMBARRASS
that finally persuades them to conquer their fear of (10) and push HIGH

themselves off into space.

Excercise 3 . . .

Fill each of the numbered blanks in the following passage using one of the aiternatives {a, b or c} for each
blank. See list below.

The Seychelles republic is an archipelago of some 115 islands, {1}........... across the western Indian
Ocean, northeast of the island of Madagascar. The country {2}.......... of two distinct island groups: the Mahé group
(<) - the north and the low-lying coral islands {4}............ to the south. The 32 islands of the Mahé group are
formed of granitic rocks and have hilly interiors {5}........... to elevations greater than 900 m. The 83 coral islands
{6}.......... largely without water resources, and most are uninhabited. About 90 percent of the country’s population
lives on Mahé. Most people are of mixed French and African {7}............ ; Indian and Chinese minorities are also
present.
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