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SUMMARY . This research aimed to assess the occurrence of potential risks in drug prescriptions to elder-
ly at the Brazilian public primary health care. A cross-sectional, multicenter research was carried out at
the pharmacies of public primary health care in five cities of the Ourinhos Micro-region, Sao Paulo,
Brazil. Potential drug-drug interactions (DDIs) (according to three DDIs investigation software pro-
grams), drugs that act on cytochrome P450 system (CYP450) and potentially inappropriate medications
(PIM) for elderly people (according to the Beers criteria (2003)) were selected as indicators of potential
risks. A total of 2,627 prescriptions were collected and evaluated. Major DDIs were found in 2.6 % to 3.4
% of the prescriptions, depending on the software used. The prevalence of prescriptions containing drugs
that acted on CYP450 was 50.9 %. PIM were found in 26.9 % prescriptions. These data indicate high
prevalence of potential risks in drugs prescriptions to elderly at Ourinhos Micro-region public primary
health care.
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