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THE SOUTHGRNMOST POPULATION OF ELAPOMORPIUS BILINZATUS IN

ﬁnu INE PATAGONIA =~ The genus Flapomorphug comprigas abocut
nine species, most of them occurring in the eastemn tropical
snd mubtropical regions of Brazils Only E.bilineatus Dumdril,
Bibron and Daméril , and B.tricolor Daméril, Bibron and uméril
extond into the Chacoan lowlands ané tha Parand baein southwarde

Thoy are zlso woubers of the Argeatine herpetcfeuna, togather
viith tho poorly lmovm, looelinsd B.bollei Hartons f}om tha
granitic mounteine of Tandil, Buenos Aires province. The low
taxononic reliability of this genus was pointed out by Peters
and Orejas Wiranda (1970), Moat of ite foims need a suitable
revision and E.bilineatus is a polytipic taxon ,ehexs eoigth

formerly daecribad apacles ars includad, Pour of tham (reticulatasy

sthoyings, malencoleyrue, tr*liveat__n) heva heon rep"r‘tﬁd"fdli‘é'

Eastcrn Brazi ipn torritorioa, one generically described for
npmdrtine’ Qi Sndt 'nmniscntua).“thzee~£or4ArFentinﬁ*recions
(bilinoat ua, sposazzinii, ﬁIfDQCnuv)t'Q @ Lcaﬂtered diatxtyatﬁun

of thona ~*uenc1, fomsvorial 1nek«q sncréunef SAiffiealidan "n
collacting and ravising. several Argentine localities have
beon registered throught the revisien of the literaiure and
by nerrenel. cotuminicutions of nusaological’Institutibna. Anong
tham we coén redort Corriontes (Yerrs typica), Tucumfn, Cordobs,
San Tuie, T2 Plata, Ric Atuel in tke scuth-enstorn uendggg'
province, nnd Slarra de La Vantana in the southem Buenos Atres
province. The Latter was tiie esouthernmost locality yet
obearval&, at aboat 38 South latitude (Gallarde,197C).

On 23~26 July 1976, & now ausiral population of X, lineatus
ras; dincovered near Merte Madrym, Chubumt, ig the coestal

ratagonian range of Argentina, at about 42° 30 ’South latitnde.
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\\\\\ 'L'hree adult specimens, two males (IBA-UNC,122511-2) and e
ﬂ,‘,"fe‘mala (IBA-UKC,122513) were ccllectsd in a open sandy &area,
i’?"""'c-.'o\re::‘t':c‘l by dry—-reaistent granss (Stipa,Poa) and eczitarsd with
Jth‘v- Zow tushers of tha ecatonal Monte~Fategenian asmcciction,

euch &8 Atriplex, %arrea, Lyeium , Chuguirsge , Zrogepis ,
H.‘}I'rosopidgs‘:mm, &xaadL. Schinus, Brodium , Hoffmensegsia. The
"he animols wore found by the senloy authkor underground, in

deop galleriee of the largest ncuate of fcyomrmex , A *zootz'opical
senur of laaf-eutting anda, at G dopth of 0.80-1,00 metere.

“The colubrid enake Peeudotomndon trigonetns (Liaybold) wae also
collected in the came neste. Southernmost species of Actpﬂmg
tuilt & proaontory rahaped neet above the ground, which iwm
covared with s thick ‘mentls of fellen loavoe and branchorzs
kIntwinter neason such o layer of organic matser is & Very
efricéent shelter against low environmental temperatures, often

,,,,,

beloa 09¢C," E;_ggm_gh_..\_g takes advantages of thig naturel
nmpport. its epecimens having been found oaly.in the llorias:
under projecting montivlas of fallax lsoaves. The Patagonian
epeoimens of Flanomornhua bilineatus are ligth fossoriel
ophidiana. seicking quickly invo the sandy s0Al in captivity,
and‘probabl,f feeding on woras ané small arthropeds in thelir
natural environments. A ropugnant cmeoll is dolivered by thsir
conericuour paricloncal gleads, wvhan selsad or frizhtened.
Thase southemmoet Zlepomornhue egree for their characters
with the holotype and the original description of K.bilineatns
from Corrisntes {amdril and UDibion,l8%4). The total length
of the males 1e 337-342 mm, being vhe fall langth 32 mx. The
total length of the fomale is 366 mm, being ite tail' length
25 mm. All the individuals present 15 scale rows at the middle
of the odys ventral smcales are 207-218 in melen, 223 in tho
fervale; subcaudal scales are reepactively 33-32 enc 25. lHo

“morphological or color sex differences were obsorved(fig.l,A-3).
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. The extreme individual variation of E.lemniecatus , synonym
of Bobilineatus, was £irst polated cut by Bculsngor (1885)
on Bragilian, Uruguayan and Argentine specimeng. Oir availabdle
Patagoniun npecimens ars all gquits identicsl. Thoir dorsel
and vontral color paztterme are similar to that obsen'ad in
‘}"speoimene from Tucuman , but they differ: from ‘color patterns
of apecimene Zrom Atuel Diver (San Rataal.ﬁoathemlondom
provmco) ,which lack blecit ring on the :nal rer;f.on, Peek
lateral st.d.pan anad distinot mocimngilar e?rk' ots on ventral
scaless On the contrary the “adegazrinii® form from&artima
neighvorhoods, snd the "muspectug® form from Cordobs show
heavy pigaented vetral ecalea and broeder black lateral stripes.
Zhe laterzl and vantral pilgsentation eppearn slso mor: evid emt
1:1 «pecimena Lrom ¥ontevideo and Rio (rande 4o m1. Bmzil.
wharoas the yellowinh oceipital cross-bar, blac}.-bordemd
posteriorly. is of about three scakes wide in the %.arto madryn

.and Rio“Atuel specimens, it is narrower in the  Txcumdn, San

Iuls end Cordoba specimens, finally lacking in tho holotype

and in tka"spogaszinii” forms O the other hand tho "gpagnzeinii”
form differs from the nearvy related populations of ﬁoﬁtevidec,

in which the yellowish orose-bar on two scale rows of tho

oceiput 1o evident. Tae available eamplen br*’t.bili.maius

e yet ceoxrco for a eigmificant atatieticnl mal,;aip of.

the geogrephicel varistion. Hcwover, in spiie of the ungquesiionable

individual variation strassed by Soulenger, a group of

eustsmm heavy pigmented but nerrowly collared populetions,
end g veatorn group of ligth »ignsuied, disting;tly collared
populatione can be probably cusgested.

The presence in the actual Patagonisn range of a subsropical
enake such as Elapomorphus bilineatus , and ite coology,stross
its tlogeographical interest. It is proba‘gw.l.a Telic of
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the auciont mbtropiceanl ecosystems, or Ckhacosn Pateoflora,
prior to the dramatic environment cganges ot the cliggtic
Pleistocenic crieis (Solbrig,lQ?é). The speqialized’
fosmorial habits and its association wiih the largoe underground
cormunlitias of the Attini, ouet have bean playinz a dacisive
rola irn 1te proscrvadtion, probadly irn the milder coastal
biotope such ar the relatively shelterad, sandy neighborhood
of Merto Xadryn today,
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