DATOS SOBRE TIERRA DEL FUEGO

coMUNICADOS POR EL REVERENDO TIHOMAS BRIDGES

February 18th 1891.

AL SENOR IIRECTOR.
Museum La Plata.

With much  pleasure in reply o your request | write the
lollowing brief & truthful aceount of Tierra del IFuego hoping
thus to interest the general reader. & (o help any who may
be hinking of seeking o lhiving there.

First with respect to the natives of the conntry. These form
three tribes, cach having i1s own language. and these are quite
distinet, the one, from the other. The Alaculuf tribe occupies
the West & North West of the country, the Ona the last &
North Isast. & the Yaligan the Southern distriel. The Alaculuf
are quite antonched by any  Clristian influences, but are so
few in number, & =0 scattered as virtually to he non existent.
with respect to any difficulties they eould raise to the inten-
ding =ettler. They cerlainly do not number 200, They are a
canoe people like the Yaligans, from whom they differ onfy in
language. Sealers from Sundy  Poinl. the IFalklands, & Novth
America have for many vears decimated them with their fire
arms=. | have heard of Instances even when the sealers finding
the natives sealing on islets where they expecled good success.
have shot off the Indians for spoiling their success. If their 1s
any difference between the Alaculuf & Yaligan tribes physieally
the Alaculul are superior somewhat. in size & vigour. They also
have more beard & evebrows than the Yaligans, and are darker
in complexion. The three tribes tnd their chief subsistence on
the shores, in the large and varied supplies of excellent niussels,
limpets, whelks, sea egas &e. they tind there. They also catch
lish abundantly with lines, spears, & temporary weirs. These
tish are of many kinds & of very good quality including Rock
cod, rock fish. mullets, =melt. sprat<. and some 5 kinds of
larger fish that prey on the sprats. Thev materially add to their
[ood supplies by the geese. ducks & other hivds of the country
& their eggs, which are obtained in considerable quantities.
Of annmals, the Alaculut hunt the deer lound on the Patago-
nian coast, and also the guanaco, & other animals of that land.
The Yaligans hunt the guanaco found on Navarin Island & Oni-
sin, as do also the Ona, the principal inhabitants of the latter
eountry. The Ona find the Cururas, or Tueutueus a good food
supply. From the sea. all three tribes ftind seals ol three or
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more kinds, otters of three kinds & many kinds of whales &
porpoises, a very large addition to their food supplies, besides
making important uses of their bones, for spear heads, splitiers
& bark strippers: of their sinews, for fish lines, bowstrings,
fish nets, & lines [or general uses: of their skins. they form
mantles. leggings shoes & caps, of the feathers they form head
bands. & tinder. of the web feet of Targel sea birds they make
balls to play with.

Of the baleen of the whales moutli they find the best mate-
rial for sewing securely together the different pieces of thick
bark of which they forun their canoes, and for sewing together
their hark buckets & bailers, and also for making their nooses
for eatehing birds, & small animals. The natives readily make fire
by =triking together two picces of {irestone or pyrites, & using
the down of water birds, or the fungus Puff ball, as tinder.

Of the wing & leg hones of hirds they formed good sewing
awls, of the leg hones ol guanacos they muade excellent clhis=els
like splitters, invaluable in the making of spear shafis, paddles,
& edge pieces for strengthening their bark canoes. shoulder
blades they found uscful as wmeat dishes, larger shells they
uscd as cups, others as ornaments, whilst of one kind of
mussel remarvkahle for ils fine grain & hardness they formed by
breaking them in to shape, & g@rinding them to o good edge
knives to cut their hair, & meal. & chippers to shapen their
paddies, lances. & bone lance points. These were of different
sizes & shapes according to the special ohject of the maker,
whether for killing whales. seals, porpoises, or for fish &
birds. Besides the spears the natives of each tribe also used
bows & warrows, & shings. The Yaligan tribe used the bow
mitch less than their neighbours, as they were less forest-hunters
than they, & formed their fline spears for more effectual in
obtaining seca  birds, (ish, seals, porpoises &e whilst hunting
in their canoes. Like the lisquimno the Yaligans also frequently
killed seals by spearing them from the shore, having the spear
shaft secured to their persons by a thong.

Of the skins of the hair seal the natives cul ont good thongs
for many uses, cspecially [or use in clitf chinbing in quest of
equs & slags of many kinds. They also fonnd the thong
of the greatest service in keeping themselves in {it position
whilst cutting the bark for their canoes on standing brees, &
alterwards lowing it o the ground. 1 have also seen a scal-net
made ol hide, and the Alaculuf were accustomed lo use such
over Llie mouths of caves.
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Of the gullet= of seals & lish ealing birds the people formed
very good hags tor all kinds of purposes, chietly however for
sausage & oil bags.,

They very dexterously point their arrows with agate Rint
or gluss, preferring the latter. They find the sinewy tail of the
otter vields them o tine supply of strong thread for binding
the point securely into the arrow or spear head.

The natives before the introduction of iren never attempted
to cut a tree down with any stone nmplement. but resorted to
lire = the easier way of getting the tree down. They would then
burn off such a length as they wished & then would with hone
splitters & stones for driving them in would split- the piece in-
to such strips as they wished. They have of course special names
for every operation & for every kind of tool, and whilst they
altempted no ornamentation, yet took great interest in making
their several articles as perfect as possible.

They used no hooks with their fish lines, with whieh they
seldom canght fish more than 3 1bs weight, but they used at
the end of the line a tough pliant noose, formed of a steip of
the tough covering of the lower end of quills. This is wonder-
fully strong, and with it they formed a perfect noose, in whieh
they secured the bail.  They fished {rom the canoe, and used
round stones, with a groove cul in them to receive the line as
sinks, to carry the line down quickly. Tliese sinks the Yaligans
call Shashi.

The fish having taken the bait the (isli woman hauls the
line up, and as soon as the fish is well within reaeh she
deltly seizes it, without attempting to pull it out of the water,
in which case the weight ol the fish alone would result in
the escape of the fish by disgorging the bait. They practised
a very effectual way of catehing cormorants. They attached
t or 5 shovt lines to a wooden hoop. At the end of these
lines thiey tied 3 little splits of wood well pointed, in such
manner that the points opened out somewhat. The bait was
tied to the outer & bound ends of the splits. Wlen the bait
was swallowed from the bound end the points converged &
offered no resistance, but wlien the bird wished to disgorge
it could not, hecause the points now opened being foremost &
stuck in the throat.

In using the nooses hefore mentioned 1t was customary to
erect fences of sticks, leaving here & there spaces for the
birds, geese & ducks to pass through. In these gaps were
placed nooses well secured. In passing, the geese would be
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caught by the neck. & strnggle till they died. In thix way
geese specially were canght in considerable numbers, in the
little valleys of pasture leading down (o lakes.

The Ona tribe have no ecanoes, as their const is without
larbours & sheltering islands. and also they have no trees in
the major part of their country to make them with. For this
reason they have heen known by the name Foot Indians, to
distinguish themwn from the Canoe Indians.

The Ona are in language. manner ol life, statore, & phy-
sical condition of their country identical with their brethren
across the Nagellan Strait, the Tehuelehes of Southern Data-
gonia. Having gathered some hundreds of Ona words, and
compared them with the Tsonaca or ‘Tehuelches they were
found largely to coineide.

But the Ona not having horses are not bowlegged like the
Patagonians. but are straight limbed active & strong of foot.

The are & have heen for a number of years most unhappily
circumstanced  as  regards gold miners & farmers & other
visitors to their country. Being found a hindrance, & source of
danger by these new comers, they have miversally been shot
down, as olten without cause, as in reprisal for harm done by
them, in the way of stealing & Killing lorses, cattle, & sheep.

And certainly the poor ludians who should he a help, und
ought to be made =so by the new comers, are found in the
way, and a nuisance, and are trealed aceordingly, and as the
country is more & more occupied by settlers =0 more surely
& swiftly the natives that were, be no more. Nothing but the
timely & kind. determined action of government will effect i
remedy to this improper & unhappy state of things. The na-
tives can be made useful farin hands, and with reasonable
nasters make faithful & efficient servants for all kinds of
work. 1 speak after many years experience hoth as a missio-
nary and employer. Wlhen paid according to their work they
are =susceptable o great industry & perseverance. The greal
difficulty of happy intereourse lies in the difference of lan-
guage. The Ona are a tall. stoutl people, and their numbers
are said o be thousinds. I don’t think they are 1000, from
mvestigations 1 made of their nuwmbers. Their counlry is a
good one, abounding in guanacos, geese, ducks, tucutucus,
swans. & flamingos, but their chiel supplies they get from the
shore, 1 the way of shellfish. fixh, seals, otters, & sea birds.

The Yaligans of whom 1 have already incidentally said =o
much 1 need now say little, [urther than to state their number
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now lo be about 320, whilst 30 years ago tliey were 3000, as
fully proved by lists of families (hen taken hy me. This de-
crease 1s chiefly owing to nnported deseases as measles,
smallpox &e.

Awong this tribe the Christian Mission al Ooshovia has
worked & tanght for =some 33 vears, and with good =uceess
as far as improvement in life and manners of the natives and
also i their phyvsical benefit every way. Their decimation is
not owing to the Chistian Mission, bul to the sins of visilors
to the country. and the arrvival of disease tlhirough their means
not before known by the natives. Also the hmnorality cons-
tantly  prevalent wminong them resulted i a high death rate,
chiefly from disease of o scrofulous and pulmonary deserip-
tion. in part no doubt owing to the prevalency of hoisterous,
wel & eold weather. The natives of all parts had even in for-
mer (mes like diseases, amongst which consmuption. typhus
fever, ilehing discases. were common and even leprosy was
not unknown. Cancer was common among persons of advan-
ced life. The Alucnluf are allied to the Chonos Indians south
of Chili, bt as (o the oricin of the Yalicans we ecan find no
clue, eithier in traditions cuwrrent among them, or in resem-
blances” in their language to any other. O the three Fuegian
languages  Yaligan decidedly holds sway for eaphony & pro-
nounceableness. It is an ample language every way, and regular
in its varied inflexions.

The 1measles which some seven vears ago look away fully
70 9 o ol the people who hiappened not (o reach those sequestered
in the extreme =outh of the country. and there accordingly
are found more than two thirds of the existing Yaligan tribe,
viz... abont 100 in the Wollaston group of Islands, and another
hundred in the district called New Year’s Sound.

Tierra del Fuego occupies in latitude aboul 300 miles. and
m longitnde about 10 degrees. Its extreme southern point Cape
Horn borders the 60° South. Thas there is considerable diffe-
rence of climate in the north and south, hut the greater diffe-
rence of climate i1s owing to the extreme humidity of the wesl,
& the comparative dryness & clear skies of the east & north,
the climate of whicli is like that ol South Patagonia. The
land occupied by the Alaculuf, 1. e. the west & north west of
the country & about three =evenths of the whole iz a land
that can best be deseribed as Aldean. It is a continuous suc-
cession  of mountainous land the valleys being torlouse, &
narrow, and their sides steep, but richly clothed with forests
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of fine gronwth save on the outer coasts, which are exceedingly
rugged and where the vegelation 1s comparatively  searce,
and largely formed of ferns & mosses. Owing to the almost
constant  gloomy  sky the teniperature is seldom down to the
freczing point, but on the other hand its npward range is
very limited owing (o the same cause. Few days pass withont
rain, and winds are frequent & strong, chiefly from the West
& South west.

The extensive woods conprise five Kinds of trees with an
abundant undergrowth of cvergreen & other hushes. The lrees
arc 3 varieties fagus or beech, the \Winters hark, and the
FFuegian  cypress. The heechies wlone are valunble for timber
and attain o line growth.

One of them is an evergreen, the tree which has the grea-
test value for the Indian. as it supplies him with hark for his
canoe & heavy wood for his spears,

The bushes comprise masses of curranls, fuscehias fenadnra,
an arhutus like bush, the sewrlet embotliriian the white flowe-
ring veronica, three varieties ol herheris, and the prickly myrtle.
Where there are no trees the lond is covered with o alpine
vegetation of low plimts hearing for the most parl minute flo-
wers, & (here is little or no grass.

ln the North east of (he country the land ealled Ouisin is
for the most part low & dry, {ree of wood, with small lagoons
here & there. llere the rainfall is abundant, but not too much,
sunny days largely predominate, and hird & animal life abounds,
Even lizards are found, also the teru-teru, the fuculucu, swans
& fleuningos.  The camps are well eovered with pastures,
which improve as you approuach the central parts of the island.
This island is towards Lhe south west & all along its south coast
bounded by a deep belt of high mountain land abounding in
glaciers, and dense forests of beech trees, The two culminating
points of the country are found in this district. and are some
8000 ft. & are called Darwin & Surmiento.

This mountainous helt separates the sunny & dry north from
the cloudy & cold south, hut even here the c¢limate is less rainy
& more sunny than in the gloomy west, & there are very
pleasant reaches of good grass land fronting the lower slopes
of this mountainous range, which runs from Cape San Diego
in the East, to Cape Brecknock in the west over 300 miles.
This mountain distriel is difficult to pass, beeause of the
dense woods, the leight of the mountains, the steepness of
their sides, the moss covered Hats full of trees that run among
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the mountains over which a horse ecannot pass. The bell of
mounlains extends also a distance of 30 miles or more inward.

South of it are found no lizarvds. tucu-tucus, teru-terus, nor
flamingos. Swans are occazionally seen, also all land birds are
muecle less abundant. Snow lies longer on the low lands &
in greater depth, & all lakes are frozen through the winler,
but yet cattle & sheep thrive, o= proved by many vears expe-
rience. Also you ean grow with success Cabhage, cauliflower,
carrotz parsnips, lettuce & potatoes, but no kind of grain, nor
frait trees or nuts of any description. Pasturage of many Kinds
of grasses however are good, and it is not necessary lo assist
either sheep, cattle, or horses through the \Winter cither in the
watter of shelteror of food. The waoods alternating with pasture,
and these frontage lands being a suceession of hills & Valleys
of every description afford abundant shelter, and the ever-
greens in the waoods supply cattle with exeellent (odder. Yet
north of the mountains there is much less snow, a far better
growth of grass, and a mueh improved average temperature
all the year round, resulung in lessened difficulties in Winter
& lar better results 1n the cultivation of the soil, m hetter
crops of the same vegetables and siall fruits, and even grain
growth for home use, but not for export. Also in no part of
Tierra del Fuego can any fruit or nut trees be grown sueeess-
fully. But very decidedly the pastures of Ouisin are superior
to the pastwres of the Falklands. The difference between the
Falklands and Ona pampa land is less heat in swmmer and
less cold in there than heve, but more snow in the Falklands
than Ouisin and more rain in summer. The farmers draw-
backs in Ouisin will be the same as those in PPatagonia as
regards fuel & wood.

I believe the best district for settlers in Ouisin will be
found the lower slopes, & frontage lying north of the moun-
tain vange, where must bhe abundance of streams and alterna-
ting pastare & forest lands, whence the camps northward can
be supplied with abundance of wood for all purposes. This
district comprises a good camp of 100 miles from North to
South, & from the Atlantic to the heads of Useless Bay &
Admiralty sound, a large part of which is Argentine territory.

All this distriet, and the lands also south of it is a large
gold distriet, especially towards the eastern parts. The isiands
New -Picton & Lennox and the Eustern part of Navarin
Island & tire South Last eoast of Ouisin has yielded much
gold, especially Sloggett Bay & neighbourhood, where gold is
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found in larger flakes & nuggets than elsewhere, & more plen-
tifully. Therc are at present close upon 50 working men in
these parts working & doing very well indeed. Most of these
come in small craft with sapplies of provisions for six or more
month=. They =seek a wood bheach, and put up their tenls.
They remove the upper layers of sand & grit, and wash the
lower parts, and in this find the gold. In some parts so line
as Lo require copper plates washed with meveury. Many thou-
sand pounds worth of gold have been found, often in consi-
derable nuggets. There scems every reason to helieve that the
gold field at Sloggett Bay is practically inexhaustible, because
of the extent and depth of the deposit. This feld fronts Slog-
gelt Bay as a sloping and abrapt bank of conglomerate mixed
with masses of clay. 1t is the waste of this havranca
caused hy weather and the sea that vields the rich gold deposits
of the beach below. Sloggelt Bay has heen ahnost continuonsly
worked for 3 vears, and vet continues to yield good results.
I like not to make a random guess at the wmount gathered hut
I know it has been very Lirge.

The fixh of Tierra del I'uego must eventually heemmue 1m-
portant, as they are large in quantily. aud variety, but ave
scarce through the winlter.

As regards other metals than gold there is every reason o
belicve that in so extensive a region of varied mountains
much valunable metal must he stored up for the future. No
one need Dbe afrald of the climate, as the coldest weather in
winler 1s also the cahnest, elearest & pleasantest, and the
winters are much less windy than the smmners. Cresses for
salads, & celery for soups abound. and the berries ure not (o
he despised. The supply of firewond is most plentiful, and
sheltered positions for camps are readily found.

The chiel difficulty of gold workers in Sloggett Bay &
neighbourhiood are the lack of sheltered coves for landing &
secnring Vessels. Two vessels have already been lost in Sloggett
Bay, & hoats have heen overturned by the rollers that almost
constantly get on the shore, yet these parts in spite ol these
drawbacks present the hest prospects to miners, as the yield
Is s0 mueh greater. Per=ons going to these parts should pro-
vite themselves with stout clothing and boots. | should have
said that continued frosty weather tn winter seriously mter-
feres with the winters work, but this does not extend over 3
mmonths.

Thioaas Bripers.



